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Before his death in December, 1947. Crowley ent usted his private papers and journals
» Mr. Symonds, his literary executor

The Press described Aleister Crowley as:

® ‘“ The Wickedest Man in the World "’
®“A Man we'd like to Hang’

® ““ The King of Depravity’

® “ A Cannibal at Large'’

Crowley, the Poet, Mystic, Mountaineer, Exhibitionist, Drug-addict, Diabolist. * The
Beast with the number 666, was reviled by the World's Press, expelled from- ltaly
and France because of his notorious black magic masses and sexual orgies —and vet
gathered about him a devoted following who believed him to be a Messiah

This biography, based on Crowley's private papers and journals, is the intimate
account of a fasciating, bizarre, almost unbelievable life Those who are interested
in the eternal problem of Good and Evil will see how these forces struggled in the
breast of a man who, on v showing, was larger than life The reader will be
enthralled by this incredible story of a truly unique personality
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LIBER ALEPH
THE BOOK OF WISDOM OR FOLLY

by ALEISTER CROWLEY
(The Master Therion)

No man of our times was more violently attacked during his life, nor more slandered after
his death, than the late Aleister Crowley. Yet no one has ever denied, not his worst detractors,
that Crowley was the foremost occult scholar and perhaps the last practising magician of
the West. His knowledge of magic, mysticism, religious mania and symbelogy was as encyclopa-
edic as it was clear, accurate and objective. What Blavatsky did for the Eastern Esoteric
Tradition, Crowley did for the Western, but with a vengeance! He revealed all the secrets
jealously guarded by minor initiates of local orders — and gained thereby their everlasting
hatred and malice

This book was written in 1918 and represgnts the high water mark of Crowley's magical,
spiritual and practical Wisdom. M ‘has existed in typescript copies among a few daring admirers
of that strange and wonderful “wicked” man, and these old faithfuls have often urged its
publication in book form. The author accordingly tried to publish it twice before: each time,
strange obstacles prevented its appearance. The last time was in 1947. when the printing was
nearly complete, and Crowley died (and_presumably went to hell) before the book could be
bound and issued il

The enumeration of his crimes did not end with his death. Books and articles have been printed
since, calling him a satanist, a pervert, a murderer, a drug-addict, a traitor, a spy, a madman. ..
Among solemn occult groups it is still rumored today that “Crowley’s followers” eat small
children Let us all shudder, and go back to sipping tea and discussing the wonderfully
uplifting effects of Yoga.

This is an extraordinary book, and will repay deep and persistent study over the years. You
will find in it the essence of all Aleister Crowley had to say about magic, mysticism, psy-
chology, philosophy, the world, God and man. And woman! All the hitherto jealously guarded
higher formulae of magick; the initiated interpretation of dreams, the nature and technique
of astral travelling, the powers of the sphinx, death and reincarnation, the steps in mystical
development, the black brothers, the spiritual nature of woman, the interplay of cosmic forces
and the development of the adept, the art of alchemy, the training of the mind, the use of the
Qabalah, the right ordering of one’s vehicles on all planes of existence... these are but some
of the subjects treated in this book. Each of them fully covered in one page, sometimes less,
Unbelievable, you say? Then buy it and read it. You will find it as described. Each chapter
(there are 208) fills no more than one page; each contains the concentrated quintessence of
that which lesser men would write hundreds of long-winded volumes about.

The subtitle— (of Wisdom or) Folly—may refer to those chapter$ the significance of which can
only be grasped by Initiates; carefully couched in a language to mislead the pretentious and
shock the prude, these will c¢all them foolish. We will not be saying too much if we state that
this is a -monumental and prophetic Work, with the key to a Knowledge that reaches into
future generations.

The book is now being issued with a picture of the author and a cross-reference index. with
a cover by Lady Frieda Harris, and bound in red buckram and gold.
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Please send copies of ALEISTER CROWLEY’'s LIBER ALEPH, The Book of Wisdom
or Folly, for which I enclose
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