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Gerald Joseph-Yorke waé born on December 10th 1901 as a
seven months child, It is &n alrost uriversal characteristic of
such premature hirth that thé native lacks moral stamina,

: In 1927 I heard from a very old member of the Crder, Mr.
J. G. Bajley, that Mr. Yorke had{been studying the Equinox and
other oq our works and wished to get-intc touch with me. 1T entered'
into correspondence with him, ultimately suggesting that he should;
call upon me, He, therefore, called on me at the Hotel Fojot, |
Paris on the 31lst of December 1927, He was anxious to obtaln a
certain unpudlished Manuscriots, and 1 allowed him accesi;Eo thelof

fie came over egsin to Paris in the Spring of 1928. syt

this time he was definitely anxious to join the Urder, and to

uruargo a course of personal trainiﬂ'///ie also urged me to help

e

’him to breﬂk himself of the habit of masturbation. I agreed to :
. hdlp him, end we proposed tp snend soTme weeks togetheiiin-th._
su¢1e§ in the South of France, so that I might test his p?ogrbas7|
in the course of training which I'anﬁointeé for‘him} and gltq
further instructions. B

He further agreed to assist in the nublicsticn of Part
111 of Book 4, my textbook on Nagick. ‘

iith regard to the finsnces of the publicatiocn, Yorke
represented to me that with my assets I ought to be making a much
lerger income then I was actuslly doing, and said that, if my
affairs were_handied by a good man of business, I should bq making

'
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Gerald Joseph.Yorke was born on December 10th 1901 as a
seven'ﬁonths,child. It is én alrost uriverssl characteristic of
such premature birth that tbé native lacks moral etaéina.

iy in 1927 I heard from a very old member of'thé Order, lr;
J. G. Bajley, that Mr., Yorke had{been studying the'Equincx and
other O%AQUP WOfks andﬁ%Zsheu to get into touch with me. T ontonﬁ
into correspondence'with_him; ultimately suggesting that he lheu&

call upon me, He, therefore, called on me at the Hotel Fogot,

~ Paris on the 3lst ‘of December 1927, He was nnxious'to obhtain

. ’ ) ’ e
certain unpudlished Manuscripts, and 1 allowod-hlm accela%Eo thes
e came over egsin to Paris in the Spring of 1928, 57t

this time he was definitely anxious to join the Ordér and to

.uroargo a course of personal trainiggl//ﬁe aleo urgedxme to help

——— pe——.

/him to break himself of the habit of masturbation. I agreed to

hdlp bimﬂ.and we pronosed tp spend some weeks togathef:in‘tﬁ§.4
sumiies {n the South #f France, so that I might test n;a‘grogress'.
in the course of training which I aonointed for him, Qnd give
further 1nstrudtions. i

He further agreed to assist in the publication of Part

TTT AP Qarls 4 mer tavihanlr an Vaosialr
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Gerald Joseph Yorke was born on December 10th 1
soveﬁ months child, It 1s an alTOSt uriverssal characte
such oremsturn birth that the native lacks moral atamin
' In 19227 I heard from & very old member of the O
J. G. Bajley, that Mr. Yorke ha‘{been studying the Equ
otheq of our works :ig wished to get into touch with mp
into correspondence with him, ultimately suggesting-tha
call upon me., He, therefore, called on me at the Hotel
Péris on the s51st of December 1927, He was anxious to
certain unpuolibhmd Manuscripts, and 1 allbwed him ac;e

lie came over egain to Paris in the opring of 1¢

this time he was definitely anxious to join the Urder,

uruargo a course of personal train1?§://ﬂe aleo urged n

e ———

'him to breﬂk himself of the hahbit of masturbation. I 8

hélp him,y end we proposed tp spend some weeks together

sumrer in the South of France, so that I might test‘hig

in the course of training which I ennointed for hin, ar
: i P

further instructions.

He further agreed to assist in the nublicsticn

11T of Book 4. my textbook on Nagick,
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Gerald Joseph Yorke was born on December 10th 1901 as a
seven months child, It is an alrost uriversal characteristic of
such premature birth that -the ﬂative lacks moral stamina,

' ‘In 1927 I heard from a very "01d membher of the Order, Mr.
J. G. Bajley, that Mr. Ygrke had{been studying the Equinox and

other of odr works and wished to get into touch with me, I éntegedﬁ

- into correspondence with him, ultimately suggesting that he should |

call upon me, He, therefore, called-on me at the Hotel Fojot,
Paris on the 31st of December 1327, He was anxious to obtailn
certain unpudlished Manuscriots, and I allowed him-accealqu thes
He came over egsin to Paris in the Spring of 1928, uytf
this time he was definitely anxious to join the Urder,‘ind to

urccrbo a course of personal traini?§://de also urged me to hslp

/o sa break himself of the habit of masturbatite. ngroed to .4

_ hélp himy end we pronosed tp spend sote weeks togpthor,in the

summer in the South of France, so that I might test hilnﬁrpkrill
in the course of training which I ennointed for him, and'hiva.
further instructions. _

He further agreed to assist in the publicstion of Part
II? of Book 4, my textbook on Magick.

iith regard to the finances of the publication, Yorke
represented to me that with my assets 1 ought to be making a much

lerger income then I was actuslly doing, and said that, if my

affairs were handled %y a good man of business, I should be making

’
L

-




k. N Rf

severel thousand pounds a-year, Herﬁointed out that he was himsel
2 Director 6f the mexican Hallway, of Pontifex & Sons ILtd,,
Alfred Emanuel Ltd.,and other 1mhortanf firms, He spontaneously
offered his serviaes'which I accepted. I executed in his favogr
a very wide Power of Attorney, so that he could handle ‘the whoie
of my stoc%ﬂgnd undertake any business transaction on my bpehalf,
1 also exeqfuted a will, making him my residuary legatee
%ith remainder to Karl Germer, 1 slso made him a trustee of the
E. 4. Crowley gsettlement. 'the date of last appeointment 1s
December o1, 1928, :

It should be explained that my stock in hand was Wofth

at the pupnlisked prices aonroximately £ 20,000, while the actual

prices in catalogues of second-hand Yboksgllsré wers <in almost =

everﬁ case listed ot very much higher eeiees, 1in some cases ahkizﬁ
much =& 1000 % higher. : S
Some time during this year ur., Karl Germer agfeed*téi;' '?
co—operate in this plan, ifiis taﬁginlq assets were reckored st .
_adbout & 15,000, pYorke's sssets at about &£ 5,063?‘Theéé]dmouﬁtt
being regarded ss working canital, while my contrioutionu'ilgi
the s tock as vefore ssid. (Some of the Germer ésseta only came

=

in later.,) Mr. Germer was at this time in America, Pending the

k. _ﬂu7¢45“£' realisation of the stock, the value of which must of course be

n AR e

added exist1n>’conyrights; thé conyrights of unpublished menus-—
eripts, #nd the gopyrights of sny work written subsecuently by

myself, I was to be allowed & 10 weekly from the pool. I was

>
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severel thousand pounds & year, He nointed out that he was himsell
& Director of the mexican Hallway, of Pontifex & Sons Etd,,
Alfred Emanuel Ltd.,and other imnortent firms, He spontdneously

offered hia serviﬁes'which I acecepted, I executed in his favour

.o

oA very wide Power of Attorney, so that he could handle the whole

of my sto:%,and undertuke any businesg transaction on my oéhalf,

I also execfuted a will, making him my sole residuary 1ngatee

with remainder to Karl Germer, 1 mlec made rlm a trustee of the

E. 4. Crowlev settlement. <1he date of this last aoccintmént‘is

’
December ol, 1328,

It should be explained that my stock in hand was ﬁdrth
at the published prices aonroximately £ 20,000, whlle the aof@(&
prices in catalogues of sesond-hand'bﬁokssllefh wéréiin aiﬁprt'ffi
every case listed &t very much highef opiees in Qome'paséa.ni
much s& 1000 % Eigher.

Some time during th;a year mr, Karl Germer agreadfto“‘

co-operate in this plan, iis tanginle assets were reckored at
e,

_adout & 15,000, pYorke's sssets at about & 5 000. Thol;\in::"f
being regarded as working canital, while my contrioutioati :
the & tock as cefore ssid. (Some of the‘dermer'aaseta.only clmd'

in lster.) kr. Germer was at this time in America. Pendlng tho
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also given certain lump sums to pay off old debts, to renew my
1‘".6 Perin Ww’& bths caemam [, MW?HM‘/.‘-

wardrobe, etc, &Gt wjamstVe—t.

(}ﬁasimira Bass slso promised to contrihute & sum of
approximgtaly £ 5,000 a3 workiné‘capitﬁl on the realisation of
some property alIéged'by her to be in California, £ 200 were
advanced te her from the pool by Yorke against her note, but
she simply went off’and the note was dishdnoured; -Phe paragraph;'»
concerning her gzre only inserted for the sske of completeness,

4

and lorke should not be too severelv blamed for his failure to

¢ A-‘L94/ ‘ -‘f
e &mrl also decided to emnloy a men n&noﬁ‘ De Vidll ﬂunt ‘

&s publicity agent at & sslary of £ 20 & month with a connidor..jl

obtain oroper security:) - D0 7/

‘expenge dllowance, This msn turned out to be a common swindler

énd olackms1l4r,xtxX was accordingly dismissed, and revenged

Pimself by raising trouble about =my passport through some of hil

~

fellow Pascals in the lower branches of the Surato 1n Paris,

S o
t seemex decidedly unfortunate that Yorke should have alloéka

himself to be numdbugged by this pemsen, | =~ . fi/):

Larly in 1929 matters had become very serious. Casimira

had gone off and her position as housekeeper assumed by a N_lcu_'.-. :
guan lady named Maria Theresa Ferrari de miramar, Yo}ke visited

us in ﬁy avartrent in the aAvenue de Suffren, and it wss from a_

: ourely professional point of view reassuring to observe that he

attempted to seduce her, thus indicating thst his onanistic pre-

ochpation were on the way to cure.
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also given certain lump sums to pay off old debts, to renew my
1..'11'6. Pirin  lr A idhe cammm o | pad ..(;-.,..g.uLVo -
wardrobe, etc, &rF et wfumstVere.

(lﬁasimira Bass slso oromised to contrihute & sum of

aoproximgtely £ 5,000 as working capital on the realisstion of
?ome property alleged by her to be in California, &£ 290 were
advanced tec her from the pool by Yorke against her note, bdut

she simply went off’and the note was dishénoured. The paragfaﬁhs”
concerning her ﬁzre only inserted for the sske of completeness,
and lorke €hould not be too severelv blamed for hfﬁ failure to
obtain orooer.secutjity.) ) A~'-~L¢/‘/f”/ 4 2

Ve &mrd also decidéd to emnlov a men nﬁneﬁ( De vidal tunt

as publicity agent at a salary of £ 20 a month with a consideréblei

.

‘expense gllowance, This man turned out to be a common-ﬁwindler‘
and olackmeildr,xikk was accordingly dismissed; and-rovenépd o
| himself by reising trouble about my passport through some of his ’i
fellow rascals in the'lower branches of the Surétgiin-raris. [
it seem-ii decidedly unfortunate ;T;tj;&“fﬁggli;&gmaom'
himself to be humbugged by this sensoen. e S8
| karly in 1929 matters had beéome very serious. Casimira

had gone off and her position as housekeeper assumed by a Nicafn-:ﬁ
guar lady named Maria Theresa Ferrari de kiramar, -Yorke visitedlrl
us in my apartrent in the Avenue de Suffren, and it wes from s
ourely professional point of view reassuring to observe that he
attempted to seduce her, thus indicating that his onanistic pre-

»
occupation were on the way to cure,
1
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" Ea ly in the year 1929 Fe Vidal Hunt haeving failed to

blackmail Yorke, took his revenge. <The mesns which he employed
are still ob ure, but the uvshot wes that only myself, but Merie
and my secretary israel negu%)ﬁ, or.hegutnyy(sometimes called,
througquhe error of a recruiting sergeant in the Ynited States,
hegardie} had the pefkits de sgjour refused by the auﬁhoritles
in Paris. For the first time Yorke's almost unthinkable cowardd‘fi
became apoarent, though I did not realise for long gfterwards,thntg
$his was the motive of his action. He made all sorts of cunning :
eicuseé for not coming ovar and nutting the matter right, which
~ he could have done duite easily through his family 'of;ections.
The police behaved with fantastic harshness to Marie and,Regprdﬁb
They were obliged to leave abruptly. &orke‘met them on_arpival
at Iilbury snd his disl ova*t~ and cowarda"s'were even more» . |
amazingly menifest, ie refused to fulfill the trifling foerlit' 3
necessary to permit them to land, though»both were 1n a state ct |
grave thysicasl distress, rhg{_ynra shirped back and dumped in '
Belgium. Yorke had, of course, & very nlausiﬂle -3::2:5, which wa_;
as is almost invariably the .case wlth his atatements, a tialus of .
fsls=hoods, and 1 did not find out for a very long while after- 1
wards, thset he wss solelv responsinle for this disaster,g]z W
e Lead,
bupnae—eax~%o—he i.uas thereby denrived of the services of thgle i
perons and compelled to surport them, No more fetal blow could A

have been struck at the work on which we were engaged. du®

1orke's fervent pnrotestations of loyelty, together with my
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rly in the year 1929 Fe Vidal Hunt heving failed to
blackmail Xorke, took his revenge. The mesns which he emnloyed
are still obscurn, but the upshot wass that only myself, but Merie.
and my secretary Israei negu%jp, or hegutpy,(sometimes called,
through the epror of a recruitinc sergeant in the vnited 5tates,
nesaraie) had the permits de sg*our refused by the au*horities
in Paris. For the first time Yorke's almost ‘unthinkable cowerddé6€
became apoarsnt, though I did not realise for long afterwards that .
this was the motive of his action. He made all/sorts of cunning~'u
dXCUSEé'fOP not coming ov;r and nutting the matter f;ght, which
he could have dohe dﬁite easily through his family'cog;ectiona,n :
Ihe police behaved with fantastic harshness to Marie and Eegﬂrd@p.{
They were obliged to leave aaruptly.‘ Yorke met tﬁem on'arrival;-'i

at xilburv'a“u his disl oya;t' and cowardesss were even nore

amazingly menifest, ie refused to fulfill the trifling formtlltu“

necessary to permit them to land, though both wnre ir a state vf
grave physical distress. They wahg\;hlrbed back &nd dumped . in
 Drecudl :
Belgium, Yorke had, of course, a very plauaiole lonount, whieh !l ¥
as is almost invarisdly the case with his atatementa, a tlllus of
felszhoods, and 1 did not find out for a very long while after—
wards, thst he wss solely responsiole for this disaster, GF W
ne £ead, 4
tusrned—aut to—be, i.uas theraeby deorived of the gervices of theao‘i
perons and compelled to surport them, No more fatal blow could

have bsen struck at the work on which we were engdged. du®

'

1orke's fexvort nrotestations of loyelty, together with my




natural confidence in him snd the fact that in othsr weye he did
appear to be doing his best, prevented me from suspecting the
foully inersdible vileness of his character,

As socn as 1 had an sdvence. cony of 'Magick! I left Paris

for Brussels and began to take steps to induce the aifhorities

)

to allow the two exiles égxenter Englernd, 1In the meantime Xorke
: { :

had been eporoached by Col., &, F.C. Carter, head of the-Special

\P,E;Branch of Scotland Yard, and ss a result of these conversations

Carter seﬁt me my fare to Londo% and invited me to dinner with

[
him, ihis action put a comnlete stop- to the nonsqnsical sﬂbrieg
to my discredit, which had been circulated toihe effect that 1
ves wantei ny the police fo; various crimes, ”
buring the first few gdays of my stay ir London I was

aphroached by kr. P. R. bte(enssé of the Mendrare Press. 4n the

course of s¢veral conferences it was arranged to punlish a é.on,’a;-_-'-‘l"éj
deranle pumbher of mv hooks during the next three yeéra._‘fﬁg firati
two volumes of the!'lonfessions', a small volumef of ShérivStor;e:ﬁ
called 'The Stratzagem{(, and 'Moonchild’, were'?h'factgitaueﬂ. |
Internal dissensicns,bowever,wrecked'the Mandrake Presas‘Stg’unf: f
s;;'é nartner, Goldstbn, withdrew from the fifm; and as it was
imnossinle for Stqpensén to carry on without a business man teo
supvort him, efforts were made to find somebody. The firm iq;
then turned into a limited company by a man named Robert Themson
T .

Tap~~e, calling himsgelfl Major Robin Thynne, who turned out to be

& sherepusher and swindler of the worst type. 1 severély blame

.
¢




N Yorke for not having discovered the character and antecedents
.

At ol plr of this grafter, especislly as he was in the habit of putting
A Mo Griunwm

 raok shetly everi;ne through Stubbs befoée doing any business with him, even |
v"‘"’" in the most trivial matters,

It was suzgested that the pool should but up .: 1,5C0 -
towards the capnlftcl of the new -comnany, lorke wes to spply £1,000
and Germer &L 500. I agreed to this plan on condition that Yorke
was made a Director of the company, and. took him myself to my
own lawyers, rield Roscoe % Co., 36 Lincoln Inn Fields, where
piv e R ~t contracts were drawn up accordingly. I understcod that £t he sole | V
‘Al e, &  object of this Anvestment was to secure the pubiiéation of my

Do H- dawsren books according to the terms of my contract with the vandrake

v b daral

A et Press, Thyrnme, however, had no other object than to s tesl the
o juirtevhad ; : o

o s money, and in order tc carry out thie plan, he very cleverly
L) o

pul ked the wool over the eyes of ny colleagues. Ge!'mer, honnr,
Qaé. suspicious..M/ Thynne from thestart, and 1 *xust ‘blame myself
for having persuaded him to consent to the investment,. My oxm'&
L4 that Thaa the utmost confidence in Yc ke's. buaine-a compatpnce, -
and there was the further safeguard that ¥ had inslsfad on the
emnloyment of Hegardiie as bookkeeper, Thynne worked very cloverlyf_

swh = = . upon Yorke to sow the seeds of distrust, From this moment ‘!orke

N :
““;‘:i‘-, was secretly and formcldaoly disloyal. No money was .pald to the
>

7 “:‘JA,,. pristers, to continue the third volume of the 'Confessions' and
e 3 ¢ wia ' From th
R 43¢ 'Golden swigs' though theag were already in type. From the
e o A< ’ R
s time of 'Goldston's withdraval tothe end no single book was publi-

)me‘ ’_“,YA "I-A AN asnars Hﬂ— ] wa -~
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upon Yorke to sow thé sceds of distrust
was secretly and forme ldaoly disloyal.
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Yorke for not having discovsred the character and antecedents

of this grafter, especially as he was ‘in the habdbit of putting
everi?ne tHrough S8tubbs before doing any business with him, even.
in the most trivial matters, -

&J} was suzgested that the pbbl ghould put up £ 1,500
towards the canitzl of the new commany. 2Xorke wes to spply £1,000
and Germer &L 500. I agreed to this plan on condition that Yorke
was made a Direcéor of the company, and took him myéeif to my
own lawyers, rield Roscoe « Co.,, 36 Lincoln Iinn Fields, where
¢ontracts ware drawn up accordingly. 1 ;naerstcod that t he sole
object of. this investment was to secure the publication of my
books acrcording to the terms of my contract with the Mandrake
Press. Thyrne, however, had no othei object than to steél the

money, and in order to carry out thie plam, he very cleverly

pulled the wool over the eves of my collesgues., Gérmer “however 4
I ; ’. Prg

was suspicious‘pl(Thynne from * he start, and I must blame mysélttS‘ﬁ

for having persuaded him to consent to tke investment, Ny exqul!t%
g TR ; : o ; ’\ SRR

that ].hau the utrost confidence in Yorke's business competence,
and there wes the further safeguard that -% had insistéd 6n theg‘fﬁ
emnloyment of negardiie as bookkeeper, Thynne worked very clavcrly:
upon Yorke to sow the sseds of distrust, From this moment ¥orke
was secretly and formaldaply disloyal. No money was paid to the
printers, to continue the third volume of the tConfessions' and
#36 'Gold=n swigs'  though these wers already in type. From the

: ) ; s prfrncl
time of Joldsto”’% withdrawal tothe end no single book was publi=
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j o Thynne
shed by the firm, As soon as there was no more money for kim to

steal the comnany went into liquidetion. This was in the sutumn
of 1830, During the summer of that year I had gone to Zerlin to
visit }erwer,and we mads 8 motor tour through Central Europe with

the object of securing hooks from various distinguished Continen-

tgl suthors for the Vandrake ¥rees, I mrrived in Berlin on the.
!
qvvve il 07
fr( 5["“’
et e month, I found that Msrie, who had got into England on a Sritish
Ja . e P e
s dp At passport, ss my wife, (date of marrisge August 1€, 1929, Leipzig)
a— 3 ' 4
Ao G damit had dissppeared. Various friends informed me that she had gZone

2nd of August. Cn my return to Englernd, towards the end of the

g R )'&[W

= ot of f with lorke to a Hotel of doubtful reputaticn in Anightsbria
LA
n

%bv?

sl e nd that subsequently he hed installed her in & flet somewhere
Autm A=
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A Fa a7 btk I must exrlain Yorke's titude. 8 ct by he

;:'ﬂ:;;:fﬁ' fedipus-cornlex, ris father was a st;;; dchiplinarian’and Yofkn
resented trie bitterly., I,being in the Hierarchy of the Urder
in the position of a father to ¥orke, theedesire to %ill was
wis natural father to myself, And, of ccurle;

Ocdipus-comnlex erxnleins his ambition to

of tlis unhappy lady is uncertsin. accogéing to
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"As soon as there was no more money for kim to

This was in the autumn

During th

e sumher of that year 1 had gone to derlin to

Germe? and we made & motor tour through Ce

,tral Lurone w1tr

. )
he obje from variax& d‘sfinguished Co“tinen-

a a@tn Press, I srrived in Berlin on the

end of naaA. . to Englend, towards the end of the

month,: L found that Merie, who had got into England on a British

pagssport, as jy'wife, {date of marrisage Augu st 16, 1929 ueipZig)

Gisappearsd. Various frle ends informsd e that sbe had- gone

with Yorke. to a Hotel of ch)tf _epu

icn in un;ghtsbr;ag,

that sudbsequently he hed installe

i her in & flat semewherai

n thé nsighhourhcod of Belsize I had no time to‘in‘e@ﬁ;'k

these rurours at the
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for ;iéhan‘in ord

Order under Don Fernsndo Psséoa.

I must ezrilgin Yorxe's at*itud .

nis'father was =8 st»rn dis iblin&r a

fedipus-cornlex,

bitterly, 1I,being in.the

a father'te.ﬁgrke,~the

neferred from his natural fatnei to quelf. ”ﬁhd"oficb r

hslf of the Usdipus-c “T“lax efnlalns his a*b&tien: o

seluce ﬂy wife,

ﬂe fatb of this unhappy lady iS~uﬁcertsin."ACéoﬁ&ing-to

story: sbe cormitted saicide by‘*hrowing ;ersm14 Anto the 1_
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alleges that on, iorxe'a_desertion of her she became‘insane, and

was confined in an asylum. . Lhis last story, however, I have
_‘every resson to disbelisve, because the authorities at the asylunm
wrt?ﬁe to'me on tHe sudject with-a questionnaire. I snswered
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this and th e matter dropped. From wkdab i concluds that they
 hag deoided that the woman purporting to be my wife wae in fact’
5awéhdd§ else;iaé otherwise they woﬁld have certainly made some -
demrand on mé.for her support. I n-ed ohiy—géd‘;bat ghould she
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obli&a*iOﬂ altogether althoubh well aware that the ;ady is no
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_According to another she was killed by an earthquake in Managua,
her nat1v9 town some little while later. P%é%eAA toird storv A
alleges that on iorke's desertion of heh she became insane, and

-was confined in an as"lum. Ihis last story, however, I have

i _# .~ - every reason to disbelieve, because the authorities at the asylum
o i , -~ wrtots to me on the subject with a questionnaire, 1 answered
He®, tﬁnis,ar.d the matter dropped. IKrom wisken ! conclude that they
had dscided that the woman purporting to be my wife-wasf
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Yorkets uebligence 1ncaﬁaci*J, end trnachevy were now
manifest to gll. Yet. it was almost incredible *hat cowardess and
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fal=ehoou wou'lf1 go so far under mask of act%va frianﬂsnip
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and devotion., In 1932, however, tk lump, in Ame¥ica had dimin—
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'was necessary for Yorxe to produce the money,
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in very reduced cércumstances and well stricken in yeers,

Yorke's negligence, incapecity, snd treachery were now
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