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'ndaea.'Mcses, I don't like the look of things. Why will
you get engaged at twenty, when you don't want to marry until
twenty-five?®

0ld Eura between his eye-lids looked through_and through
his son, as thgysh,he wigshed to decipher some flame-writing

.from the Cabbala in the interior.or his head. "

"1 love Rebecca.” o

*You love the girl, hebecca. How do you know that you love
the girl, Rebecca? I would go so far as to belifve that you
love a small foot, a white Ekin. a beardless face; but how do
you know that al]l -that is the real Rebeccg?k You've studied
Roman Law and Christian Law, but you have not studied women.
I've brought you up carefully for twenty years and; ow for my
pains you want to start life by playing the i’:u.an How
many women have you known !osoa; if you can come to }our,olﬁ
father and say you are in love?* e -

*1 only know one, and I love her with all my heart.®

*"What do you mean by 'with all’;gbr heart'? -‘Hare jbﬁ.
learnt to know all your heart?" | ‘

®*I ask you seriously, my deaff}ather, to be good enoﬁgh not
to joke about my feelings." :

"Moses, Moses, don't, now..ba meschuggah. I tell you, don% '

now, be meschiggah. Let me tell you a story. Come, sit down



by me on the velvet divan. I will tell you about my father
. and what he t;)ld me, when 1 was twenty. 'Bzra,' said he to
me, 'when you marry, marry a rich wife. Listen to your father
when he tells you tinat woman is a perishable. But as for a
ghining thaler, Ezra, that can be preserved from generation to
generation!' -QThen did 1 bethink myself that he was an old
‘man and I swore to him that my wife should have thirty thousand

thalers. But,I will explain to you, Moses, all about the little

woman, Lea, why I loved her, why I married her, why I lived in
SOTTOW wi_th her, until she passed away like snow,in the hand. |
Because 1 did not know women, because I'did not know 'ovon Ezra,
my own self. |
"Moses, I am an old man and want nothing more from the world
than that it should go well with you. But n.tntvqnvt_y. ‘hy whet - ;5
I felt was Just like a fowl-run in the early mornihg when thi
.B;.ll‘l rises. When I went out along the streets Q.nd ;.dlriqtt’i.n '
girl came along or one of our own breed, then I felt it in my
finger-tips and wished trat I had been King sdlomon vw'ith_ ﬂ.’u' 8
thousand wives. But she had to be fashioned as though the Lord
had made her for his own self, understand me rightly, Moses,
adorned with everything vhich a woman can possess in the way
of precious things. If she were small and pale and thin and ‘
jerky like a rat, then would 1 drop my umbrella t:owurds her side,

because it gave me the eye-ache to look at her. But if she

.




waxed tall like theréedara in Lebanon, then I droﬁped my
umbrella to the ‘other side, and carried her image with me home,
and looked at it over the pages of the Talmud, and even in the
holy words did I hear 'ﬁ:e meagsure of her feet. And in the
night did the vision come to me and seek me out in my dreams, =
By the just God {Q§gd it vefore me, even as l;ées, to whom you
owe your name, had the promised land before him on Nebo; would

I had been able to grasp it with my hands, for I saw the flow

of milk and honef and yet could not cross the Jordan

owing to the will of the Lord.
"Then did I say to myself - Moses, can you »;hna’gine what
I said to myself? - well, I said to myself, 'you are a child
of the devil, you have been one from your mothér‘s.wopb. ir
you go on to yield to your lusts, if you go over the Jordan,'thbig
the wrath will find you out and you will be a:child of ﬁoath.
You must not go unto women who delight the srenu-s. but ‘untor |
women who delight the heart, that is, if your flesh -is not to
become like the flesh of Job, if the work 6f your day;'and of
your nights is not to be accursed, and’—;? you are not to gobb_ic
grass like Nebuchadnezzar.' ' ik )
"And on the strergth of that did I go to old Hozekiel and
- told him he ought to give me his daughter Lea, and swore to him
that I would do all that was right and usual. She was a girl

was Lea, like a shadow on a window pane, you would have been
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able to have taken her for a lamp shade, but I loved her because
I thought thst she would save me from myself, from the devil,
and from death, which I felt over my head day and night. At the
beginning she didn’f want me because 1 was big and broad, and
she was small and thin, so that she felt awkward when she walked
out with me iazﬁhe streets. But as ndbody'élae céma along she

. took me. ‘
"And now, Moses, hesar from your old father, how all our
human reason is limited and how all our insight is vain. Even
as you Moses, 1 had never tasted of the sweetness of love; I
was still as pure as the dew on Hebroh, even aslﬁou are, although
you have studied Roman Law and Christian Lanvand have neglected
Moses and the prophete. But when I tasted %he sweetness of 1ov§
with Lea, then did I realise that it is. a sin before the Lord,
and thanked the Lord that he had given me a wife that nllownﬂ_-

me not to stray along the ways of the godless. !or-veriixfin_

ny lonely nights had I dreamed that love would rejoice the body

like a balm, but lo, it tasted not sweeter to Lea and meg than
medicine tastes to a sick patient.’\Ihd 80 we took it, like

one takes medicine with closed eyes and chokings in the throat
and nothing more, according to the letter of the prescription,
and when it had been properly taken, then one tglt judged before
God and damned, and we slurk sway like thieves at night who have |
met each other for devilish handiwork. Then did I say to myself:
‘yoyr kn&iledge was right Bzra, fleshly love is the service of




Satan, and not worthy of being pursusd by men: - Rut loses,

helieve vour ola fether, I wes not heppy.
5 \\ : ny wcé not happry, loses, my'aon. the Lord is my witnesn
for I covla tels e little to Lee &8 I cen telk to my clothes-—
Pes or #8 I e&n t;ln to my finger-neils. Her thoughts were'
not my thoughis, becsuse my thouzhts ore my thouriite end beceuse

she hed noneQt «ll. Then I turned me to solitude, &no solitude

=

was chettier then my Lez «na celd unto me: 'Ezre, vou heve
bPousht o cut 1n e Meg, on vour ovn hesd is the reqponsibtlity.
You should heve tned her, to see if hﬁr spirit is mede for_y
spirit, 1f her heart is lrotlier to your heart., Do not Let.-
Ree, Ezfa. tliet you nheve bought & cst An & beg, for?nhe is
innocent cs & lemd tlet (oes aown to drink. Thylﬂidn't.you_tﬁti
8 muell troukle in vour selection wheﬁ vou toox e wifb,Jai

G0 when vou £o into & shop &nd buy o tie for one aaﬁ ela!ﬂﬁh

Penee three Tethilngs?'

vSo I 1ived with her end suffered enn-iah-ailddi two

end ever did I love my L’ba in thet mhe heo mede ne proof.

the temptetions of the flesh, unt;ihfhe time cime when ahm
shoula eve yiven me : little boy, hut anp hd no room fbr lt

end it plecsea thie Lora to toke naw from me toge?u-* with my»'

enild, ‘ =
"Ana then, loses, I felt, &s 1f one hed burnt the entreils
out of mv bhoay with rea-iot 1rons, a8 thouxh the esrth were

burnt aown &na deed, &s though I were left slone to beer the

- t
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'jcuraé; Then did 1 arise againat thovah. then did I cry:
'Accursed be your name, Why have you taken from me a wife that ~
: I only chose to serve you! Are you struck down with id;ocy

that'jdu'should crush your.own'chiid and spare your enemie§! 3
Why can't you take the rich man's lamb; must you take it from"

: the poor man to whom it is his all! Accurqed be ybur name'

ynur namel On your own head be my damnation!
Moses, that you may know it_ I went to: the d '

wiidernessx Not that I say unto you, mg‘s
’go unto the daughters of the wilderne'

. me right - I tasted of Christian girla. 1~;’
glrls. 1 tasted of the daughters of Ham. I did not seek o

. my senses because 1 had come to drown my care, beeause

come to forggt my_Lea._ sought out for myself thax whi,_
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waxed tall 1ike ceders.in Lebenon, thet wileh wes ecaorned with
8ll thet & woman cen heve in the wey of precious tihings. And
I found thet tile mé*e she conforted my sénnnv, the more reazs0n-—
ably could I spesk to lier, the more recsonebly could she spesk
to me, the more «‘:ft’?«-tior:.,r.n did sihe become, the more dia she
comfort my heart, And I found, !(loses, my son, thet tie more snhe
comforted my senses,Ofhie less did I trece of sin, the wore
righteous was my conselence, the newrer aid I feel to th '
Almiahty, .
"An.d Moses, even though vou were to offer mé helf & million,
I would not teke 1t <t the price pf thet unowleuge. N I would
not taoke 1t,fbr.tzr Anvwoladge rears 1nterast,'rt twenty per cent,
~t tairty per vqnt; et & Jundred per c¢ent, «no the. interest is
chilepess sna the eniloren of enilaren., You cell be'gnheppy with
helf @ million, but you c¢sniot he unliepdy with.the'gnowlque-
tiict fleshly love 1s not tlhie service (_n“ tle devu{; v:,:»:;-n -meri‘goeil
O 118 t,l";n Peths which the Lord sihows, for he-hes mede 't,.l’xe‘tio- !
baings of menkind, ecen “or the other, outside. &na inai&eﬁ_body ‘é
&na soul. - o~
"I went on, I broke down, I bect my bresst, f shrieked;
'Lord, Lovd, I heve Nenrd vour hesvenly counsel. You citeh the
wise 1in thelr ereft thet thevy ™Min In aeriness by dey end graope
in noon #8 in the night! - And then aia I go, lloses, end sought

”~

for mysell ¢ wife with <11 my senses, I found Sereln, the

dsusnter of lordecal, glorious to 100K on, &8 w:s the newly
i e
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creeted earth, and she became your mother. 1 tried her heart
and her reins and I found that her heart is the brother to
my heart. And in the marriage-night, Moses, my son, in the
night to which you owe your life, then did I know that her
body was the twin to my body; and I praised the Lord whose

spirit lieth not, whose truth is revealed in his work;.'
Rabbi Ezra wa’gﬁed the sweat from his forehead - and bro‘lthtil‘

deép. Moses slurk away with bowed head.
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