





Billy Sumday.

"The wild man went his weary way £

To & strange and lonely b.m'k .

The feelings of the Albert Memorial having been wounded by
the eritieisme of artists, I thought it only kind to bring back a
ph;tbgraph.of the City Hall of Philadelphia, on the nme)primtple as
the a,aocia‘tion of Count Guido and Judas 'by Capdn'.aacohi.

7 R I repaired accordingly to the Quaker City for this purpose,
and being strayed amid the various nute, herbacea, and\other vegeta-
bles after which the foxy folk name streets, came suddenly upon &
large low wooden tabernacle.

Like Blind Bartimeeus, I enquired why, in view of the

fifteen thousand people then just coming out, there should be fifteen

thousend more obviously waiting to go in. iy informent replied that
it wae & preaching. A preaching, in my system of metephysics,

' postulates a preacher. I asked lbout the 'proschcr.' | "3111: ‘Sunday"”
was the answer, and I felt like tho man at aolbonrno who was told
thet the people were a1l going to see the race for the cup, snd, “
instent before his extermination, asked ""hat cup?" '

But I am mot the Pride of the Bemch, snd I did not continue
~yho is Billy Sunday?" Tor this prescher is certainly the most often
M.onuod man in the United States today. Opiniom nﬂu sbetveen the
viutt of oxtro-u. Som think him a mftor and hypoerite like
Comstock: others do not hesitate to corpare him to the Saviour. Some
say his talk is all profanity, bluph‘tw_._ and slang, n@.’riﬂh his
antics., Others, sdmitting the slang, say that he has to mch, his
hearers. Booth's exouse for his brass band, sweat .hé),gnft game
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: owever. T took Hamlet's advice, and went to see for myself
'”wait in the queue; I went and 1unohed and came back to find
l aw1ng on the subject of The‘MOral Leper. Of_gourse he
;_hat he meant The Immoral ﬂqn,_whqm_l oompargi'with a;@.4~
account of his lmmorslity. . ' ‘ ‘
*iii;héoa.hérily say that his text was from fha‘atbry of

g

(;;—~«.'l Let me descrlbe his person. It will elarify matters. Firat.
.one sees & striking resemblance to that other atheist Ch rlea Brad-_ =
langh. But this is facial only.; Eilly Snnday lacks Bradlnngh's ‘
"steadfast and 1ntolerable eyes“' and his noble brow,-gnd-hiﬁ

craninm. There is force 1n'the face but 1t 1s only .

obviously altogether lééking. The hody ia a-'
converted"haseball player, 

'nnnverted' He hgs some

- f}-In saytng "y 'bake my stand or the
. f. H's theology 18 o ‘




Apperently he has never heard it doubted, except by 'rum fiemnds in
delirium tremens' and the like. e would be astounded 1f one told
hin the plain fact that the Bible nevsr made‘itself responsibvle for 36
idiotic an hypothesis.

sut all this you were prepared to hear. "het no American
haa seen - or could see - is {Pst what 1 saw, BEilly Sunday, for all
his extravagances, is just a common Bible-banger of the first class.
He does not stand out at &ll. I tell of what I know; I was brought
up in the air of revivals. It is not the preacher, but the crowd,
that makes the hysteria. 1 have heard iowlend “dwards, and my own
father, addressing larger meetings, getting nmore 'enthusiasm, more
'cénvereiona', with far less effort, and not & line in the newspapers,
Here Billy Sunday fills columns in half the papers of the distriect

every week. There is no just ceuse for this, There is not nearly

)
so much hysteria in his auuiences &s 1 have seen at Dr, fb*Aanxtﬁd

meetings, and the Salvation Army, and the Children's Special Service
‘iission. Eilly Sunday ia’three pérts yellow journal fake, I cen
not say whether this is spontaneous: I suspect a mnlﬁgr mind some-
where with a profit and loss account, and ah arm long enough to 1ovtr
the composer's stick. "“or whether one cries 'graft' or not - and
here every one who gets a dollar at all 13 called a grafter by the
man who gsrabbed at it and missed - there is, no doubt, a pile of
money in the business. 1t is said that he cleared 100,000.00 last
year; and the free-will offerings this weék—end are expected to
reach a similar amount. (- S. They actually Qid reach 357,136.85),
For Billy is going away: he aigp- for new worlds to-eonquer, I
understand that the negotiations for his going to liew York fell
through, 1 suspect that he lmew he could do nothing there, "because

-

¢




ofMheir unbelief", and also perhaps that the newspapers there have

more expensive columns, '
after all, the real reason of his success in Fhiladelphia

is this: You can't buy a drink on the Sabbath., One must be either

alipbelaisian genius or a toad Just come out of the Lower Silurian

Strata to find anytning amusing in Philadelphie between Saturday and

.“onday,\or indee. anything amusing but to get drunk between ‘onday

and ‘aturday. ©So Sunday is Sunday's chance to be heard, 4is the

tract of my childhood's happy days said, "llan's extremity is God's

opgg;zghity.“ _

In Ner York the crowd gapes to be amused &s the hgrt panteth
after the vater-brooks, but the slightest rustle in the leaves, and it
tocses its horne,e=nd is off,

Philadelphia is serious., Fhiladelphia would turn a lark
into & raven in 8ix weeks, Teople pet religion in Philadelphia be-
cause there is nothins else to get except dollars - and religion helps
to get those!] - ”henevef a Philadelphian thinks of the time when he
w;s somewhere elec, and begins to smile, his eye catchee the City
Fall, and gloom again ghrouds him in its niéhtshade p8ll,

I am rather in ho;e that a really great humdriat may arise
in "hilsdelphia, Ordinary humorists depend on circumstances; the

first-rate man (like Lewis Carroll) must dig it all out of his own
mind in the midst of & milieu like "The City of Dreadful iight",

/‘nd now I come to think of it, perhaps Billy Sunday is the humorist

in question. There is & certain unholy joy in gettiang money from the
pious for your piety in proportioan to the shamelessness of your
blesphemies. Think of the morning when he said to his wife, "y

dear, I'll bet you a pair of glover I smash the chairman's hat over

-




k
his eyed, and they'll only laugh and cheer"™ (To illustrate how the

- devil blinds sinners). On another occasion, in-an address to women .

| only, he asked them to place their knees together, and then exolaimnd
"The gates of hell are closed.” All right in Bocoacio and d'Harq[oourt
and Rebelais! Oh, yes, it is true humour! Think of the ‘zﬂ!:lan

. revivalist delivering a sermon of Ingersoll's almost verbatim! And

that was one of Biliy Sunday's jokes, The freethinkers todk him

\

'aqriously. and proceeded to expose him! ; e s

; Observe: the religious man has always had license to Plaa
antics, 'In faoct, the 'fool' or 'nmatural' has alwuﬂp been considered
inspired. And it has always been the secret joy and power of the

religious man to go through some ueaningless mqmmory, and got pl&‘

’ for it, But most religious men have been scholars, and their

5 have had a certain fruity flavour as of ripe Qld_port. low. ll

y ‘that secret ihto the hands of a protdnuio@sl baseball player,
tomed to the hbraeplay of the-tap-room, and what_till holdo?
That Billy Sunday 1p.actu311§ doing.
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