Even to Dm;tr; Alexandrovitch it 5eemed ag if the -
world had come to an end. _He WaS forty years old, sturdy,
- prOSperous,-genial. He was an excellent man of husiness. .
His life ﬁad been almoet devoid of ;n#iéents evef since
‘the death of his parents, which happene& when he waswétill -
a toy. ' He was married and had four children, but had_~"
taken it very.célmlyl There had been nniaecidenuu. no ‘-fsﬁ
‘tragadiea.~ - "Life hagd gone on so smoothly far himlmhat
his years-rad never caught the sound of the tic?ing ufri
1nexorab1e cloek.A of courfe, youth is never p,
,1y refleotzve. thourh it thiﬂks it is.ﬂA And~the-la £ %

years. of hi*“iife had been p*egressively amoot?

had given,uptice.

Gregﬁfgﬁwas unly the bgﬁler :

wra a hut}er Le had he&n! He haﬂ besn_ ’

in the houre as firm as fate itaelf. j_5h’ ‘

lzﬁtle more than a tender memary. “”Fe uncle. wha had
bee? h;s ruardlan durinﬁ the remainéer of hia minarity!

was little more ta him thar the gleaeant oncasionnl etrarger

who descended at intervalq heariﬁg yreaents,;‘L;'1a_f_ f.~g[3"
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Even to m:ltr:l Alomdrovitch 1t aeemed as if the
world had come to an end. Hc WAS forty years oléd, aturdy.
ﬁroaperoua. .geniel.  He wae an excellent man of business.,
His life had bun almoet devoid of incilents ever
‘the death of."hic m-tnts.' luhich_;happened wh.n’ M
a b_qy. " Etna -n.o.rr:led and had four c 1._6_:'0_::..‘_ m
-i-,akcn it very cilmly;, There had been no I.e ent
'ira.gediaa. i L:I.fo had gone on so MW
his years ha.d never caught tho umd 0!’
imonhlo cl_nk._ . Of ccﬁr@. m& ii

Ter wadNandd wa 'lﬂ--.u_\- A A At st Aw ui_..
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~ Even to Dmitri Alexandrovitch it &

world had come to an end. He was forty ye

prosperous, geniel. He‘was an excellent n

His life-had been almost devoid o(M}ncidiatﬂ

the death of his parents, which happonna

a boy. ° He was marrigd and had féur-
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~ Even to Dmitri Alexandrovitch it &
worléd had come to an end. He was forty ye
prosperous, geniel. He was an excollent_’i_ii

His life-had been almoet Saveid o&ineid ‘

the death of his parents, which happened

a boy. ° He was marrigd and had fénr



Even to Dmitri Alexandrovitch it seemed as if the
world had come f.o an end, He wase fort:} years old, atuzfdy;
prosperous, genial, He wae an excellent man of business,
His life had been almoet dgvoid of incidents ever since
the death of his parents, which happened vhen he was still

‘a boy, He wasu‘ married and had four childrer, but had

taken it very calmly. There had been no accidents, no _f
tragedies, Life had gene on so méothi} for him the |
his years kad never caught the sound of thttct:iuﬂ'
;ﬁo{;ortble' cloek.. 0f course, youth is mvwmu

ly reflective, though it thinke it 1;: And ﬁlt g
y'ears. of hie 1ife had been proarcuinl'y'-ln, :

And no'. ke realized that all this ma and pre

"_'7_'hud boen built upon a single tmatim; iﬂl thi

"would he withdrm or the last w of ﬂu mth. _

had given notioo. ;

" Gregory was only the \mtlcr nnd ujcr-dm.
what a butler he had been!  He had been an institution’
in the houee as firm as fnti Mn’lf. His pmnte nro
little more than a tender n-nry _ m \mchQ who Iud
been his guardlz_/ durlng the v-tindor of his ninorlty' ‘

was little more to him than tho plupnt oceasional etrm;ur
who deescended at tnttxnli m& mnnts. ‘




Gregory had been his real father, The 01¢ man noi nearly
seventy years.of age had been his companion, hie play-mate,
his tutor. He had a German govérness at one time, and

an Englieh tutor at another, But these people were obviouely
aiiens. Gregory was part of the ego0il of the estaie =& much
es the foreste of birch and pine which covered so large a
section of it, ‘And there was really no reason at all

why the o0l¢ man shoulcd go. EvJ&ything in the house for
many & year had ‘been done in Gregory's way., Yo one ever
dreamed of revolting againet that milé and unassuming rule.
The 6ther scrvanta_hi§ got so thoroughiy into the habit

of doiﬁg everything the way. he had'wanted. that Gregory

nad -fiever had to give any order oduteide the routine of
deciding what auppi;es were neéded. Dmi+ri Alexandrovitch
‘eould not 1magiq§ the house without him., He wae a loes °~ =
op§ioue1y ifrepa;able. ne ‘ :

ol Thinking such thiﬁgs:he etodd‘on the eteps éf |
his h‘ou), end looked Sver the wide fielde to where the
forests softened tﬁe korizon, It had never oconrqnd to
him before that he(likelthe reet of mnnkind)waa eternally
independent, 1aolat§d; and hia mind began to translste

"isolated" intoc "desoclated". There was a érey mist over

tke sky, and the rainlwae-almolt ready to fall, - qu}

earth wae grey and moist. The trcbek?ad loet their leaves,




and ae yet the snow had not come down to transform the
face of nature into exhilarating gelety. He trought of

a couplet from a, poem of Verlaine:

A L4
Ah dnne ces morner sejours

Les jamais aont les toujours,

And just as the rain began t* fall, cléd G;-égory came from .
the barn round the comner of the house, leading by the

hand the youngest of the four boys, Fed;r.and urging him
to run to escape the menace of the nat.‘nef. _Ihi-t;ri Alex-

androvitch turhed\ abruptly into the house, threw M.p!clf'

[jgpo'n upon his bed like a child and boga.n to sob,
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and as yet the snow had not come down to transform the
face of nature into exhilarai:ins calety. He trought of

a couplet from n.' poem of Verlaine:

*
Ah dgne ces mornes séjours

Les jamais sont les toﬁjoura.

And just as the rain begah t*fan. cleé G;iéory came from
the barn "round the comner of the house, leading by m |
hand the youngest of the four boya.'_l'e,d;r.md urcug

to run to escape the mrgice of the nntht-:., Mtri Al

androvitch tﬁrhed\ abruptly into the house, thr

r?pvn upon his _b'cd 1ike a child and began ﬁ °
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snow lud not come down to tnnsform the ¢

fm of.utui-e into exhilarating mny. -Ea trhought of
oa ﬁouplnt from a poem of Verlaine:
- a ; ‘ A v v‘ i










