WITHERS & C°
§ aet o Howard House

 MotRet wON ¢ Arundel Street. Strand 5
ondon W.C 2

l4th Pebruary 1035.

My Yorke,

fhe first meeting of Crowley's creditors was

held

to~day. 1 sent my Managing Clerk to attend the
-

maeting for the purpese of ascertaining whether any

mention was nade with regard to the Actien cemmenced

againet yeu and alse to find out whether there were

any assets in tle estate. -

I understand that Crowley's liabilities amounted

te approximately £5000 and he bmas apparently informed the

Orficial Receiver that ne nas a pending action againat

you which, assuming that ne will be Successful will

provide

suificient means

Lo makxe his estate solvent,

Ky clerk informed the Official Receiver that the actien

vas cormenced over twe years age and that nothing had

eén done since 1 entered an Appearance te the action

our behalfl, and he intimated that you had a

perfectly good Defence te the Action and if necessary

would defend it. The Official Receiver invited

any creditarto put up sufficient money te enable the

action te preceed bui nebedy accepted the invitatiom.

ou are actually entitled to apply to the Court

te dismiss the action for waant oif presecution but in

view

of the fact that you are unlikely te obtain

the cest of deing this frem Crewlay, I think it detter

to

ieave the matter where it is, S

ours sincerely, /

/‘
A

-Crn‘ld Yorke S8q.,

4 ¢/e, Hengkeng % Shangiai Bank,
SMANGHAL.
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Gerald Joseph Yorke was born on December 10th 1§
seven months child. it is sn simost universsl chearscterip of
such premature birth thet the netive lacks morsl ot-mm.'.

In 1927 I heard from & very old member of the Ordof. ur, "
Je G, llt}dy, that Mr, Yorke hld been studying the Eauin‘” l
other of our works and wished to get into touch with me, I

iante cerrespondence »ith him, ultimately sugsesting that he m ! '
B

call upon me. He, tnerefors, called on me at the iotel Fopet, :
Paris on the olst of Decemder 1927, He was onxxoﬁ- to obtain bt
certain unpudlished Msnuseripts, and I allowed him -cceoo+o ~-¢.§

de came over again to Peris in the Spring of 1928, byt :
this time he vn'doﬂ;nitely anxious to join the Urder, and te
undergo @ course of personal training, ie s1s0 urged me hm
his Se bessk himself of the habit of -m-turbotion. ia
hélp him, end we proposed tp spend some weeks together Ll
summer in the 3outh of rFrunce, so that I might test his
in the course of treiiing whieh I sonointed for him, e
further inetructions,

HBe further agread to assist in the publicstion
II’ of Book 4, my textbook ‘on K-uok.

#ith regard to the [insaces of Lhe mbuoltiou,

represented to me that with my assets I ought to De ma
- garger dncone than I was sctuslly doing, snd seid that, §f
alfairs were hundled Dy & good man of mumu, 1 should '

-~

*‘nl thousand nounds a yesr, H”.":Oi!lte’f out that Yo was hims
e Direetor of the ¥exican Rallway, of Pontifex % Sons ftd,.,
Alfred BEmanuel Ltd,,and other isportant firee, He spontaneously
offered his services whieh I sccepted, I executed in his favour
a very wide Pow-r of Attorney, so that he could handle the whole
of -y.noek end underteke any business transaction on uy behalf,
I also ex ed 5 will, making him my sole realduary lagatee
with remainder o Kerl Germer, I mlso mads him » trustee of the
E. A, Crowley settleoment, .!ho date of this _lnt snpointment e

December 31, 1928, Ty
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" It should be explatn
[ raduand w fusl
at the pudlished prices anproximately &

prices in catalogues of sscond-hand booksellers were in lm
every case listed at very rush highar nrices, ll‘.- cnses &8
much sre 1000 % highe-,

Some time during this year sr, Xarl Tsrmer agreod to
6o-opsrate in this plan, His tanginle assets were reckoned o'ﬁ ; *
about £ 15,000, Yorke's assets at about £ 5,000. These amounts
boing regarded as working canital, while -y contridvutionf was
the e tock ls-‘nh-‘e anid., (Some of the Germer !:.t\:otl only came

in later.) Nr. Germer was at this time in America, Pending the

realisation of the stock, the value of whieh rust of course be
added existing conyrights, the sonyrights of unnublished menuse

crints, and the copyrighte of anvy work written ~ubsequently by
myself, I was to be allowed i 10 warkly from the pool, I was

also given certain lump sums to pay off old debts, to renew ny

wardrobe, ete, s
Casimire Bass &lso nromised to contri ute a sum of

dpuroximstely & 3,000 as working eapital on the realisation of

Some oromerty alleged by her to be in Californiay, £ 200 m

édvancec to her from the pool by Yorks sgrinst her note; Sut

she -simoly went off and the ncte was dishenoured ['l'h. m
eoncerning her @Are only inserted for the sake of Wlom

|
and lorke should not he too feverely blamed for his fatlure to
obtain nroper security. -

e '
e hed

#1so dacided to emnloy a  men nﬂb‘ De Vide) M'.
4% publicity sgent at a salary of £ 20 a Inth vlth A consideredle
SXpense allowance. This man turned out te be a common swindler

and Dllck'} SRR  was accordingly dlml..ﬂ, end revenged
Uimself by reising troudle about 7Y pasanort through rome of his
fellow rascals in the lowsr bnnahot of the Surete in Parts.
decidedly unfo Tiunate thet Yorke should have allowed
Gimself to be humbugged by this aono..f"' A we ALy *l‘*“‘f

" sarly ta :z}g-euu nad become very serious. mﬂa
ad dote of f and position as housekeeper assumed .I ‘
guan lady naved Maria Theress hrnri de Nirawmer, w m
us in my ssartweat fn the Avenue de Mfm. and 1"&; :
purely professional noint of view m“’. w »
sttempted to seduce ber, thus Ud’..“ 7
o3cupmt long were

ilar

At seemg
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4 . \ ar 19 t heving failed to
nuua m toot his revenge. Ine meens which he employed

are .un obscure, dut the upshot was thet on 1y my-elt but Marie s
and -1 secretary Israel uaﬁy or hegutny, sometimes called E
( hrough the error of a recruiting sergeant in the nited s*’""l«q

Regardie, had the permits de #éjour Pefusec by the sutherities o

in Paris, For the [irst time Yorke's slmost unthinksble conrd'“

became apparent, thoug: L d4id mot realise for long atterwards that

Shls was the sotive ol nis mction, de made all sorts of cunning
excuses for not coming over &nd nutting the wmatter rigznt, which
he could have done quite eas 1M¥ through h{: family cornections,
tiie police Lehaved with fantastic harshness to Marie and Hegardie,
They were obligec to leave adruptly. Yorke met them on arrival
&t Tilbury and his disloysity nnd rourdn( were even more .

s i

uﬁn{:}ngly n:uost. le ;atuaer to fulfill the "‘U‘lira formality
x.o«snry to permit them to lard, though hoth were in 2 stante of
grave physicel distrees., Ihey were shirped hack and dumned in
Belgium. Xorke hed, of course, & very nlausinsle aecount, which
66 1s alvost invarledly the case with nis statements, a tissue of
felsehoods, and 1 did not find out far & very lonf while after- ;
wards, that he ass solely responsiole for this dissster as it

turned out to be, ¥ was thereby denrived of tne services of these :
perons and cogpelied to suwert then, Ho more futal blow could
have Deen struck at the work on which we were engaged, odut

lorke's ferveant protescations of loyalty, togetner witn my

natural econfidence in hir,-nd the ‘foct that in other wevs he Aid
anpear to be doing hie best, pravanted me rvom susrecting the
foully incredible vileness of his character. ;

As soon »s 1 had an advence cony of 'Negick! 1 1eft Plriu
for Bnn-ol-',-nd hegan to téke steps to induce tha authorities

to sllow the two =xiles to enter Englsnd. In the mesntime lorke

had been aprroached by Col. 8, F.C. Carter, head of the special

branch of Secotland Yerd, and as 8 result of these ronvarsations
7“! sent me my fare to Londen and invited me to dinner with
i

-

ihis action put = comnlete stop to the nonsensicsl stories

to my discredit, which hsd Deen eireulated tothe effecy that i

wse wantei Dy the nplice for various erimes,
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dhis was §hé_mot1ve °i nis action. de made all sorts of cunning
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psrons and compelied to suocport thems Ho more fatal blow could

have been struck at the work on which we wers engaged., Out
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nd somebody,
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Yorke for not having discovered the character and antecedents

g ™

of this grafter, especially ss ne wes in the hadit of putting

everyone througn 8tubbs before doing any business with him, even
' 3 ba had e ’T&“'t Vel mod Re
in the most trivial mattere. 179 -

It was suguested that the pool should out up £ 1,500
towarde the canitsl of the new covmany., IXorke was toseoply £1,000
and Germer ¥ 500. I agreed to this plan on condition that Yorke

wae made 8 Director of the comnany, and took nim myself to my y

|

own lawyers, iField Foscoe & Co.,” 36 Lincoln inn Fields, where
contracte Were drawn up sccordingly. 1 understood that t he sele
object of this investment was to secure the pudlication of my

books sccording Lo the terms of my contract with the Mandrake |

' , whal 1wy W whmd & fasy Jfb'-"f";.
fress, Thyrne, however, had no other obj:‘et ths; t stesl the !
¢ Y Rad . ¥y ¥ . TR en, 7 !

money, &nd in order to csrry out this plan, he very slewerly
mlloc't‘n wool over the eves of my collesgues. Germer, howewer,
was suspicious of Thynne from thestart, and I must blame myself '!
for having persuaded him to consent to eai investment, iy exocusey |
that ¥ ned the utmost confidence in Yorke's business competence,
and there wie the further safeguard thet % had insisted on the
employment of hegardie 88 Dookkeever, Thynne worked very cleverly
ipon Yorke toy seeds of distrust, From this moment Forke
wae secretly and xox‘.‘élbly disloyal. No momey was pajid to w l
pr .’u- 8y to contirnue the third volume of the 'Confessions' and ’i
P ‘Jo‘.d'-n ‘wigs' though these were already in Sype. ‘h'- ﬁ
time of Joldston's withdrawal tothe end mo single bdook was pubdli-

1
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nternal dluomionn howovor , ¥recked th

called 'The otrltlg.m(

® ¥andrake Press, at#..

» Withdrew from the firm, ang a8 it was
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e to ecarry on without a business mgn to

nd Somebody, The firm wag

lQn'o pPartner, Goldston
lmnouiblo ror ':»t?He

ned into a limited
r company by a man
) named Robert Thems
on

T Robin iIn
ynne, who tw out to be !

rat tm. 1 SEVOrdly hlawma

Yorke for‘not having discoverec tre character and lntou@oatl

Ty “#, caliing nimsels #ajo

a
sherepusher and swindlepr o the wo

of this grafter, especially as he wes in the habit of putting
everyone througnh 8tubbs before dotm: l‘rt?utim:jl lvdi.th Pl;,‘ o:.
in the most trivial matters. il 9) :

1t was suggested that the pool should out up £ 1,500
towarde the canitsl of the new comnany. Iorke was toseoply £1,000
and Germer & 500, I agreed to this plan on condition that Yorke
was made & Director of the cgmrany, and took nim myself to my

own lawyers, Fileld Hoscoe & Co., 36 Lincoln inn Fields, where

contracte wers drawn up acecordingly. 1 gnceritad that t he seole » L
objeet of this investment wes to secure the publication of my : |

books gscording Lo the terms of my contract 'lth the ¥andrake
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Prou-. ihynne, hotovar hnd no other obji-ct tbnn t lt..{ \
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money, and in order to csrry out thia olan; he vory cleverly

nullao the wool over the eyes of my colleagues. Germer, howewer,
was suspicious of Thynne from the stert, and I must blame myself ;
for having persuaded him to consent to the investment, iy mol
that F ned the utmost confidence in Yorke's business eo;pom.‘ s -
and there wss the further safeguard that % had insisted on the _/f
employment of hegardie as bookkeeper, Thynne worked very cleverly '
umf‘nrne tossow the seeds of distrust, From this moment ¥orke

cd
was secretly and xoﬂﬂhbly disloyal. No money was ﬂld to lm

printer .f to contirue the third volume of the 'Co-toniou' “ i
M 'Goiden swigs' Ehough these were already in type. 'l'u the
time ol Jcldston's withdrawal tothe end no single bDook was publi-
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shed by thj Tirm. As soon s thor; WAS no more mom; for kim to «'[v
steal -the company went into liquidetion. This wes in the uuﬂ-l.i b
of 1950, During the summer of that year I had gone to Herlin teo
visit Gomor, and we made a motor tour through Centrsl kurope with
the object of securing books from various dist.lrlgu:she_d Continan=
tsl suthors for the Vandrake Fress. I mrrived in Berlin on the
2nd of August. On my return to England, towlrds- the end of the
month, I found that Kurie, who had got into England on & Sritish
p.aaporw #s my wife, (date of urr&:m Au/gus‘. 16, 19(.» weipzig)
had disesppesred., Various friends inromod me that she had gZone
off with Xorke to a Hotel of doubtful reputation in -inig;ht'.sbrup/

end thet sunbsequently he had installed her in & flet somewhere

in the meighbourhood of Belsize Park, I had no time to mvelu;la,_
these rumours at the moment, as 1 was odliged to leave témdhtol,
for Lishon in order to establish there a hesdquarters rei' the 7
Order under Don Fernendo Pessoa.

I must exnlain Yorke's attitude., le was afflicted dy the
Sedipus complex. His father was a stern diacipl:nnr:an'nnd Yorke
resented tnie bitterly., I,being in the Hierarchy of the Order
in the poeition of s father to ¥orke, the desire to kill was
transferred from his natural father to myself., And, of gcourse,
the other nulf of the \;edzp:u complex expleins his ambition to
seiuce ny wife,

fhe fate of tiis unheppy lady is uncertsain. Accog@ing to

one story she cormitted suicide by throwing hersclf into the &

According ‘o 'mot“'!er' she was kn]ed by an esrthqueke in Managua,
her native town, some 1littls vhile lster, -iﬁ-hA third story
aslleges that on Yorke's desertion of her she beceme insene, and
was sonfined in en ssylum, This last story, however, I heve

" avery remson to disbelieve, because the suthorities at the s‘ﬂ-
wrfote to me on the subject with = quaatiom!m. 1 -nnnnd
this and the matter dropned, From “& 1 monesluds that they
V#clecxdod that tﬁe womsn purporting to be my wife was In fact
somebody else, ss otherwise they would have certsinly :nde some
d4@mand on mf for her support, I nced only add that should she
at sny time re.pp.l'l"’l shall div@ru her} naming Yorke &s co-res-
pondant, B R I o Ll aw ek

[ .-



one story she comitted suicide by throwing nersclf into the Than
! :

According to nnother’abe was killed by an enrtﬁﬁuake‘fn Hanagua,
her ‘tive town,. some little vhile lster, %A third story
ealleges that on Yorkeis desertion of her she became insene, and
was eonfined in en msylum, Thie last story, however, I heave
avorj rel;on to disbelieve, because the suthor!ties at the ssylu
wrfote to me on the subject with = questionnaire, 1 answered
thin,and the majpter dropned, From JHZEN . conglude that they
9id decided Ju:ftthe womsn purporting to be my wife was in fact
somebody else, as otherwise théy would have certainly made some
nd on mg for her support. I nced only &dd that should she

at .. time rg.pp..r’l. ghell divorce her} naming Xorke as 60‘3"."
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shed by the firm. As soon as there was no 5oro‘nodd;:for".“‘ to 0
steal the company went into liquidetion. This wes in the sutumm

of 1930, During the summer of that ye#r I had gone to Berlin teo
visit Germer and we mede @ motor tour through Centrsl kurope with 5
the object of securing books rx-;:- various dinunguiahed contmb-'
.tal suthors for the Mandrake Fress. I mrrived in Gerlin on the

2nd of August. On my return to England, t-ownrda. the end of the

month, l found that Marie, who had got into Ingland on & Sritish
pnupor% (1) w wife, (date of nrmu Ag;ul. 16, 1929, ueipsul
hed dinppolnd. various friends intor‘mod/mo that she had gZone

off with Iorke to a totel of doubtful reputation in iinighubrtdp/ ¢
end thet subsequently he had installed her in a flat lo‘-nowhoro-f
in the neighbourhood of Belsize Park, I had no time to mw-ti’“‘f-j

these rumours at the moment, ses 1 was ooliged to leave L-gmdhuit’i‘
for Lishon in order to establish there a headquarters for the P
Order under Don Fernando Pessoa.

I must exnlain Yorke's attitude. iie wss aﬂ'llcﬁd 2y the
@edipus complex. His fether was a stern dilcipll.nnrnn'lnd Yorke
resented tnie bitterly.  I,being in the “ierarchy of the Order
in the position of & father to ¥orke, the desire to kill was
traneferred from his natural father to myself., And, of -couru, .-
the other nulf of the Cedipus complex explains uis ambition to
seiuce my wife,

The fate of t.‘ui;unhnppy lady is uncertdin, = Accoeding to
one story she comitted suicide by throwing nersclf into the The o8

According ‘o nnother, she was killed by an esrthqueke in Manngus,

her netive tmm, some little vhile lsater, 'l-'!n-hA third story
slleges that on Yorke's desertion of her she bncn-ne insene, and ,
was sonfined in en meylum, This last story, however, I have

avery resson to disbelieve, because the suthor ties At the ésylum

vrfote to me on the subject with » questionnaire,— 4 &ne
thu and the matter dropned, From “ﬁ L1 ponelude that
htd decided that the womsn purporting to be my wife was in
somebody else, ss otherwise they would have oort- inly made some
d@mand on mg for her supnort. I nred only &dd that oho-:}d she
at ;ny time rnpponril ghell divorce 'hoi-} naming Iorie s co-res-
pondent, BT
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and a0 much of the fu
of the pool wasted through Yorke's neglect and treachery, ¢ it ’ 4‘,;

The Wendrake having broken dow

i

was for the time nofhing for me to do in RBngland, and I took
advantage of Germer's kind offer of hosnitality to stey with him
in Berlin and work for the establishment of the Order in Germany
and Austria, irom time to time Yorke visitfed Herlin.

Relations with Germer were somewhat strained, as in 1929
Yorke had vpersuaded Germer'e fiancde to invest & 1000 in the ’.ﬁ,
which she did on his oe"eoﬂnl guarantee to repay the money in 1.4‘%
Her security wes to be an insurance pelicy taken out by Yorke f'

L 1,500 to cover the prineipel and interest, In 1951, however, ]

~he stopped payment of the premium and now osllously denies his

obligation altogether, slthough well sware that the lady is uu e
M ad “t Amenad G imiitens Pl ] fa At i
F 4 y S~ 2 5
hdv& . g "._'J - ¥t Caveats v PR r Qe Iy
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in vex*;g\reduceﬁ cércumstences end well stricken in yeers,
!anke'r regiigence, incepscity, =nd treachery vere now ‘

manifest to £#11., Yet it wam slmoet ineredible thst cowardess and |

falsehocd would so so far under the mesk of scitve friendship

and devotior. In 1952, however, the slump in Americs had dimin-

{sred Germer's resources so that to carry on tha work st sll it

wes necereary for Yorke to produce the money, snd he sgreed to

furniekr £ 50C for headquarters expenses for s years
At this point thrers ig sove obseurity in his actions, He

wee very insistent that I should come to London to help him raise

the money. Wy secretary-intespreter, Frau Busch, went over teo

Lordor to see him st his urgent recuest. Op arrival he depoeited

hér 1in ® Hotal i+ the most eriminel strret in London, wihere she ) &

was rani‘}": rn.\r‘rﬂu-t;d hy drink and dmp,lnd went completely to A

the doge within six monthe. Her presence, however, was not

sufficient for Yorkesand they telephoned me in Berlin svery night,

assur ng me that I ~ould get back to Berlin with the money in not

mope than four dave after my arrive! in lLondon, After no.rli

ten vaeks of tihie 1 agreed to come, Sut I had been reduced to

anch desnarata .*’NAWS thet I wae obliged to wl" fare to

.
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The Msndrake hsving broken down, &nd so much of

otf the pool wasted through Yorke's mgloef and treachery, M '
wae for the time nothing for me to do in England, and I took |
advantage of Germer's kind offer of hosnitality to‘uuy with him
in Berlin and work for the estadlishment of the Order in Germamy
and Austria. frrom time to time Yorke visitfed u-iun. ;

Kelstions with Jermer were somewhat strained, as in 1929

Yorke had‘be.'mudeu Jermer'e fiancde to invest £ 1000 in the ..‘,

which she did on his personsl guarantes to repay the money in 1“‘-

Her security wes to be an Thsurance peliey takem out by Yorke fer
L 1,500 to cover the prineipal and interest, In 1931, however, 1 l

he stopped payment of the premium,and now eallously donioi his

obligation altogether, although well sware that the lady is now
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in vex'g\reduceri cgércumetences end well stricken in yeers,
lYorVe':- regligence, incepscity, snd treschery were now
manifest to £11l. Yet it was slmost ineredible that cowardess and
falsehocd weuld go so fer under the mesk of acitve friendship
and devetion, In 1932, however, the slump in Americe had dimin-

{shed Germer's resources 8o that to carry on the work at all it

wes necersary for Yorke Po produce the money, sad he agreed to

furnier ¥ 300 for hreadquarters expenses for & years
At this polnt thers i sove ohseurity in his actions., He
wes very insistent that I shonld come te London to help him l‘ll‘.
the money ¥y secretsrv-intecpreter, Frau Busch, went over to
Lordor to see him st his urgent recuest., On arrivel he deposited
hér in a Hotal 1 the most '-nh-.h;-l strret in London, where she
wae ranidly corrmipted by drink and drugl,lnd went completely to
tne dogs within six monthe. Her presence, however, was goﬁ
sufficient for mrwe;un:‘ th=y telephoned me in aoru‘n svery Pipt,
@ssuring me that I sould get back to Serlin with the money in not |
g pfter my arrive! in Lendorn, After nearly .
1 asreed to come, BSut I had been reduced to
irata straits thet I wee obliged to borrow my fare te
v .

A
>




N

On arrivel it wss soon abundantly clesr that he had .no .
intention whatever to fulfill hie promises, His hostility was

hardly concealed ,*rd he wes triumphing openly that he ‘had brought

me down, ue did me further harm by his system of issuing cheques - §

without provision for debts incurred by him under the terms of

‘our agreement, He was so slippery and evasive that i getermined to ?
bring him to b'ok,and issued & writ againet him to compel him te 4
submit proper accounts a: asRIng for damages for his negligence
and mismenagement of my affairs, Neturally enough he nolted and
lef't London for Chins on Septenmber 15, 1932, where ne rema ined

for over thres years,

On his return to Englend in 1956 he appepred to some extent
sensible of his aboninable sonduct, He has admitted before wit-
nesses his negligence, incompetence in business, anéd the fact

that he is snd has alwsyes been & liar &nd & coward<,















On arrivel n wAe soon -wt glear that he had ne
tnhntm whatever te fulfill his promises, His hoa'nu:y was
hardly concesled and he wes triumphing openly that he had brought .
me down. e did me further harm by his system of issuing cheques

'!“h.ht provision for debts incurred by him under the terms of

1 E
| our agreement, e was so slippery and evasive that 1 detormined to |

bring him to dook and 1ssued & writ againet him to compel him te
submit proper accounts, and ssking for “Tamages for his negligence
sand mismanagement of ay affairs., Neturally enough he 5olted and
left London for Chins on Sestember 15, 1032, whers ne remsined
for ovar ghree years,

On his return to England in 1956 he appepred to some extent E
sensible of his aboainable sonduct, He has admit‘ed before wit=
nesses hir negligence, incompetence in hHusiness, and the fact

that he is snd has always been s lisr and a coward,
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Don't worry. We should of course have informed any intending

investbr that yourwritten guarantee was as worthless as your

pledged word.

-~

It 1is commonplage that abortions usually turn out onanists,

thieves, liars, and cowards; so, naturnliy, whenever your

name comes up in conversation

s

3ut you ~snnot run away from yourself indefinitely; sooner or

s

later you wtll have to face yourself, and see your actions as

they are.

[hen you will fi&:yourselr for taking your proper place in
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Don't worry. We-should of course have informed any intending

investor thet yowwritten guarantee was as worthless as your

pledged word.

It is a commonplace that abortions usually turn out oniﬁiatl,

thieves¥ liars, and cowards; so, naturally, whenever your

name comes up in conversation

3ut you ~snnot run away from yourself indefinitely; sooner or
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211 have to face yourself, and see your actions as
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