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LIBER CXXIV

QOf Eden and the Sacred Qak: and of the Greater and Lesser Hospitality of the O.T.0.
an Epistie of Baphomet to His Excellency fames Thomas Windram, Very Holy, Very
fliuminated, Very [lustrious, Initiare of the Sanctuary of the Gnosis, nis Viceroy in the
{Union of South Africa.

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law,

[t has seemed fitting to Us o explain in tamiliar form and simple the general principles
of the governmenrt of the Profess-Heouses of our Holy Order, so that the Abbot and Abbess
of every such house shall understand by what pachs to pursue the grear aims which inspire
Us to the service of our Brethren.

L. Subject to the general discipline of the Qrder every Abbot is to be absolute master of
the house of which he 15 1in charge. Most of what follows 15 thergfore suggestion only.

2, The first principle of the growth of the Order as of all Iiving things 1s modulation o
variation:; uniformity is 1o be detested as a svmbol of death. Therefore eich Profess-House 18
expecied to develop a special character of its own, subject to certain broad principles rooted
in human nature: and each Profess-House should be the artstie expresston of the creative
genius and true character of s Abbot. Some will therefore lean to the tvpe of a club. others
to that of a home, others again to thar of the college or university, while vet others will be
set definitely aparrt tor the purposes of orphanages, schools or hospitals. Buc let each Abbot
seek with utmost diligence his Will, and express the same in rhe particular rules which he
mav make for the order ot his house.

Types of houses which are found unnecessary or imconvenient will tend o disappear:
those which are [ound generally suitable will tend to muluply.

[t is therefore to be understood that the authorities of the Order charged with the
discipline of the Profess-Houses will not interfere with the Will of the Abbot. unless he
himself should set up opposition 10 his own Will as expressed in his obligations solemnlv
taken to the Order by removing its landmarks or impinging its grand principles. The
disruprion in his own ivature caused thereby must cause inevitably the ruin or his house.
and authority will in such a case avert the threatened disaster before 115 effects become
manifest.

3. Concerning bEden and the Oak it is not necessary that @ should write openly 0 sou,
Only in those houses whose AbDbot tiold the Seventh Degree will this question arise. And it
1§ here sullicient to say that the ideal conditton will be that a Protess-House should enshrine
four or more dedicated ministrants o the G.T.O. in the special sense of those letters which
15 known to higher Initiates. and such should he regarded with the most particulir deference
and reverence, while ar the same time their lofty vow of service forbids them te share
directly or indirectlv In the povernment of the house. This ordinance is precise, and
infringement will involve the removal of the Abbot. He will hald no intimate communica-
ticn of any sort with the aforesaid ministranis, except in accordance with the erms of his
vow as Sovereign Grand Inspector General.




be an Epicurus, a master of pleasure, an instructor in delight; and he is to know how to
obtain all jov. and to be abie to teach others to obtain it, by means that are within the reach
of all men, excite no envy, and beget no selfishness. Asceticism is not encouraged, save in its
old Greek sense of supreme excellence of phvsical condition; all so-catled * denial of self” is
Restriction, which is * The Word of 5in. It is not * self-denial” for a man to refuse pleasures
that hurt his health; for he chooses this course in order t¢ ¢btain the greater pieasure of
well-being. Confusion of thought on this subject is so common that We have no shame in
explaining the true view thus fully.

6. When a guest arrives, at a Profess-House, the first evening should be set apart
making him thrice welcome, and 1t should be as far as possible the Will of all 1o acquiesce
in the Will of the guest. From the following morning he becomes, as the vulgar phrases it, *
one of the family,” and he settles down to the routine of the house. Members of the Seventh
and Higher Degrees are naturally received with very special honour.

I, In the theory of the Order, the guest’s right to enter a Profess-House for the
appointed period of three davs, when the Lodge of the guest 15 in the same province as the
Profess-House. or one month, when it is in a different province, is paramount, and overrides
the right of the Abbot to close his door. But it is a main principle of the Order that power
and authority, while theoretically absolute, are only to be exercised for the good of all
concerned: and any brotiner abusing the great privilege of hospitality by failure to observe
tact. courtesy, and deference 1o the convenience and the wishes of the Abbot whom he
proposes 1o visit will become amenable o the discipline of the Order. It s evident that
those who do not so abuse hospitality will find themselves welcome everywhere.

8. Abbots of those Profess-Houses which approach the domestic type act agreeably o
Our will by receiving at least one persen ¢very night who is not a member of the Ovder,
should such an one apply, and offering him freely food and shelter. If he be in need of
assistance of any Kind, it should be gladly given; as for example should he wish 1o find work,
help should be afforded if it be possible to do so without injury to the interests of the
members of the Order. This should not be regarded as charity, but as a tribute to the
hercism of one who has incarnated in a world whose view 15 veiled from the uninitinted by
the hoodwink called * Sufiering.’

9. All residents in the Profess-Houses of the Order are formally bound to perform the
four daily Salutations to the Sun as prescribed in Liber OC {Equinox Vol. . No. vi, p. 29).
The exception i3, when actually engaged m a cercemony approved by the Qrder, such as
initiation, tnvocation, or meditation,

10. The use of artificial light. excepr for ceremonial purposes, is 1o be discouraged 1n the
Profess-Houses of the Order; for the Sun is the master of the cvcle of life. The exception is
when serigus mtetlectual labour 15 being performed. It is hoped that by this regulation the
blessing of normal eyesight may be restored o bumanicy within a few generations.

{1. All residents in the Profess-Houses of the Order are expected to co-operate in the
service of the house to some extent, according to their capacity and bent. The Abbot is to be
excepted from this rule, and he will appoint each task to the person best firted to perform it
He will give o this work all the tact which he 15 possessed; but the others will on their side
exhibit cheerful obedience as a point of honour, regarding it as a privilege to do his bidding.
even though 1t seem unreasonable or unfair. Such conduct has rewards in the general
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recognition accorded to it, and those who take advantage of the willingness of others find
their loss not only in pood report, but in the general deterioration of character which
accompanies sloth.

The authority of the Abbot is paramount, and he may use such discipline as he may
deem right to do.

Bul in most cases, when any person refuses to perform an appointed task, it is sufficient
if the Abbot enjoin upon all others to emulite the example. [f one wheel jar, let the whole
machine stop uniil it becomes free. In pracuce this method has been found to work with
great perfection, After two or three incidents of this kind, the trouble does not recur; should
it do so, let the Abbot consider wel if he be not seriously in fault of fairness or
consideration.

12. Members of the Order who make use of any Profess-House are expected to offer 10
pay for their entertainment at a rate One hundred per cent higher than than which 15
current for similar entertainments in the district. But the Abbot will not exact or expect
such payment, but neither bestow upon his guests a present, The confhict is to be decided bv
consideration of the relative means of the traveller and the Profess-House., Thus let
substantial justice be done by way of a contention in generosity, instead of social meanness.

Payment is never to be accepted for any stranger received for one night only under
cianse 8, but should such a person desire to join the Order, he may be initiated in the
Lodge adjunct to the Profess-House according to the Taws of the Order, and then become
antitled to all its privileges.

13. The Profess-Houses of the Order are not o be distinguished in any way from the
other houses of the neighbourhood, except those which are dedicated to special purposes,
wheih will or will not be made known to strangers as the Viceroy of the Province may
decide,

14. BEvery Profess-House should develop strongly its own specific tradition. and the
individuality of that tradition, by the iniriation of customs peculiar to itself. The model may
he a madhouse or a university, a nunnery or a brothel: this martters nothing: intrinsie
strength, and power of adaptability to environment will survive and grow. Bur intensity of
tradition, and peculiaritv of custom, will rend to limit the growth and prevent 1t from
attaining unwieldly proportions. COMMmMUIEs, rather than cities, wilt develop abour each
parent house. Yet the interest presented to the Order in general by the individualiev of each
house will stimutate Brethren o visit and ensure Lhe constant interchange of ideas. Further,
the peculiarity of custom will beget esprit de corps and such generous rivalry as now
prevails between the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. owing to the application of the
principles above set forth.

15, It is impossible to declare in an epistle what should properly form the subject of a
great treatise; and it has therefore seemed good to Us merely to jot casual thoughts such as
might prove of interest not so much to yourself alone as to those who wishing further
information with regard to the peculiarities of our great and holy Order, may inquire of you
concerning our rules.

Now there is no Law beyond Do what thou wilt: and the cbject of rules is therefore only
to assure to all men the best condirions for the execution of their Wills.

Love is the law, love under will.




The Glory of the All-Father be upon you, and Jov unutterable in the
power of Him that we have Known.

With our paternal benediction
Baphomet.
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