LAMMAS 1979
A NEUSLETTER OF THE OLD RELIGION

As stated in our last issue, humanity's conception of the Godhead

7 the con®inerant of the spiritual self in a physical body. We use
surrogatve inages to perponify the abstrach concept of the Absolute, Because these
images ave, cf reccerity, inQividuel in nature there is a tendency to critize or
eéven persaciute thoce who posasss a different awareness or image of tho Truth from
our own, This sisnderstandiag - which is a root cause of human conflict - exists
because the irue mymteries of the Spirit camnot be communicated on a conscious level
but only on the decpor level of !owing! ox tunderstanding'. The following article

is an attempt to tronslate into mere words sone aspocts of tho unspeakable mystery
described abovo.

We begin our quest for Truth by cxamining the different aspects of Godhead
recognized by modorn panans Jhe Suprome Creatdve Principle, Pure, asexual, trans-
dendental erergy. Somatimes simgly rojorsed to as tho Life Force. Creative
Duality, The Creative Principlo manifested as a God and Goddess repreaentEg tho
'masculine! and 'Feminine! (Yin and Yang) aspects of Nature. The Archetypes,
Magical images of the God and Goddess imprinted in the human payche as mytholog-
ical deitics, racicl hervos and cultural tecachers. It is the last level of apirit-
ual awarcness which atiracts most pagans today and they share it with the followers
of other world religions, In many ways it is an inadequate and immature model of
the Godinad and cventually will be discarded as hunanity progresses along the
spiritunl path. In the meantime, pagans work with the Archetypal Images becauso
they are an integral part of the human unconscious, are deeply rooted in folk memory
and myth and con be involked to allow tho individual to achiove porsonal growth,
healing and wholeness of mind, body and spirit, :

Jung described the Archetypes as primordial inages representing fundamental hunan
qualitics which appear in dreams, folklore, ancient myths and psychic visions. The
Duteh artist, Tacme de Jongh, has illustrated thege images vividly as an acconpan-
iament to the writings of Richard Gardner, whosc book !The Purpose of Love! (Rigel
Press 1970) is well worthy of study, The Archetypes or !'Channcls of Expression!
described by Gardner are very sinilar to the pagan gods, Thoy¥ include the Great °
Mother, the Enchontress and the 91d Wise Wonman which feature as potent deities in
Craft lore and the Cld Religion.  The Archotypes relate in Gardner's writings to
different types of human percona, the four elenents of fire, earth, air and water,
the major arcana cf the Tarot ond the twelve Zodiac signs.

It should be clearly understood that the Archetypes are sub,
Gods. (i.c. personificd aspects of the Creoative Principle), However, there is a
schoel of esctevic tlhought which claims that they can possess a soparate reality out-
side of the human incgnination.  Dion Fertune had the following to may on this points
"The differeni Gods and Goddonses eeess ore the creation of the created cones
fashioned in astral subetance and onsouled by Cosmic forces. A god is an artificial
elemental built up over long porinds of time by successive generations whose rinds

were cast in tho same mould ...e. It is in his (the ragician's) mind that the inage
of the god builds up and it.is tho corresponding aspect of his own nature which pro-
vides the ensouling force',

jective images of tho

i

That the gods invoked in ritual magic and ancient religious practices may possoss

a scparate existence as artificial elementals or thought fortws is an iden explored
by the parapsychologist Hzhak Bontov. . He has even described the modug operandi
of the cveation of a godl Bentov imagines a rock with a low level of consciousnens
in a dosert, Its conscious threshold is raised or stimulated by contact with snall
aninals in the vicinity with it who regard it as a protector against the olements

* When o hunan bYeing happens along who is sensitive to Nature, he or she finds lomo:-

" thing 'special! or 'different! about the stona. If this permon is of a cultute

ese/Which ig synpathetic to such
P——
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turn to wor-

. which is sympathetic to such influences his 3 md:s:aigusness even

i ship of it as a cult objoct. This boosts the rock's embroyic cO 07 the mEnangh

| further and eventually the spirit of the stone becomes & QC.‘d- 5‘;‘3’9 ooy be accounted
reports of so-called 'supernatural! happenings at megalithic cdxorow 1id mass has
for by this thcory. Certainly the nature of stone as an inactive, S0 il e
been revised by rocent scientific experiments which suggest that stone
energy structure which has mony amnzing secrets.

or her awe of the

dvit ~
What Bento scribes is reati lemental, faery or nature sSp :
entov describes is the creation of an e ’ : bt - -

such as the little brown ‘mushroom men! seen in psychedelic vis
Shamons - which are associated with the manifestation of the Life Force thr?ugh
organic natt These energy forces have been worshipped in the past as m.nor_ gods
or guardians cf sacrod wells, trces, standing stones, lakes and rivers. Such

i Rt feotetions have the ability to time in to the humen mind and CalSCTASHES inter-
pret then in siercotypes ,::-;ho:-;;-nnl Inages. An exanple of this process vas related
to the Editor of TC by the late ¥.E. Butler, Visziting an ancient gite he saw a
sphere of light hovering over cne of the sticnes ard, from past experience, recognized
it as a natucre spirit. His componion - who was not clairvoyantly trained and had

no magical knowledge - also saw the sprite but she described it as taking the form
of a traditional faery as seen in childrens! picture books . This suggests we are
conditioned to receive images of certain aspects of the spiritual reality in specific
Archetypal forms, It also offers one possible explanation for UFO phenonena which
may have little to do with close encounters with men from Mars but everything to do
with the Faery Realm and the so-called ‘'dragon power! chamneled between sacred sites
along the ley line network.

This thecory of the Universe coincides with the research of two leading physicists,
Karl Pribhan of Stanford University and David Bohm of London University. They have
speculated that our brains nathematically construct 'reality'! by interpreting fre-
quercies frem a level of primal existence which transcends time and space. This
archictypal reality they liken to a universal hologram (i.e. o type of photograph
which projects.a 3-D image). They suggest that phenomena such as precognition,
telephthy and time warps, ESP and transcenCental experiences are rooted in the primal
reality and occur when people tune in to the Universal Matrix which sustains the

k Cosmic image.

If wo are to accept in principle the model of the pagan Universe outlined above
(incomplete and contradictory as it scems to be at first glance) then the rather
futlie arcuments raging at present concerning the alleged pros and cons of the sexual
neture of the Gocdhead (e.g. The Great Mother vs the Father Sky God) pale into insig-
nificence ngainst the wider implications of our thesis. These implications lead to
the inescapable ond irrefutable truth that ALL Creation is united together at a non- .
cer-cicus lovel which transcends the physical forms adopted by the Life Force to
:‘ moricest itsclf on the material plane of existence. To quote a North American
| Tniiegt Chief: MAll things are connected like the blood of one family, Man did not
1 woave the.web of life; he is but one strand of it. Whatever he does to the web he
| does- to:himseif."

To surmarize; the Creatiye Principle is asexual but is experienced in human terms
(at #his stage in our sellective developiient) as 'masculine! and !femininet prin- -
ciples perscnified in Archetypal Imnges. These images reflect the culture we live

B in and our own personal belief systems, Taken to its logical conclusion we have a
Holir!ic treligious! view which cen encompass the materialisation of the goddess Iais
;f'i,, A in a nagician!s temple and the vision of the Virgin Mary at Lourdes, Thiay Saa
[ 4& manifested aspects of the feninine experienced within the framework of differing

1

yet hordly confiicting, belief systems. If this essential Truth is grasped then

the centradictions and confiicts between different images of the spiritual rea.l:.ty o
as described in our first pavagraph - are eliminated along with many of the T
. bedevilling hunanity.
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. Mike Howard
EAP™] FNTDAIES PEVEALED. Startling new developments in proving the existence of th
e B "

olusiva iGarth Eaergy! at encient sites were reported by Paul Deveraux - Editor of
1The Ley Hunter! magawine = a1 an illustrated talk given to the Research into {,o:t
Knowledge Organisation in Londen during June. Deversux is engaged ina two year

ject to investigate megalithic monuments and leys using the varied talents of gy
scicntists, psychics, geologlists and dowsers to build up a comprehensive dossier

on the nature of the earth fcrces, At the Rollright Stones in Oxfordshire inf on
red photographs of the King Stone taken at davm clearly reveal an auric glow Ta-
from. the monolith. Photos taken over a period of time supgest that this forc fmi‘l‘-ing
fluctuates with the lunar plzases. This finding confirms experiments con fhlcteg byeld
dovsers such as Tom Graves (author of the e 3

Lowis at stone circles. e - 220 1
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A YENY PATHS OF WICCA. Ve publish below an extract from a recent letter from
ex&nders to the Bditor of TC which is repruced with his kind permiss ion:

e ;’gzgm you for the May Eve issuc of 'The Couldron!, Once again it is excellent
1ar1 lj.la:ned full of interesting, intelligent and informative infomntion.. I particu-
bk y tho research by Lugh and agree with hin in practically every point he has

e through each of his articles, . :

- _I:;‘em are many ways to the Inmer and many ways
¢’'Wicca throughout the ages has been sensible in including the
activities of other sects while keeping in harmony with the Great Mother and her
Consort. = It seems though that in the British Isles the bone of contention in the
Vicea is whether the Gardnerian 'Book of Shadows! or the Alexandrian book is the
real one, whilst others say you do not need a book. Understood, and used correctly,
both are valid according to the people who made the choice to adhere to one or other
sect. And the same applies to followers of the Wicca who do not use a book. "

I have many indoor rites and many designed for out of doors, whether by the sea,
in the country or on a Yelsh mountain top. On May Eve I worked on Pook's Hill,
(In Sussex, Ed.) to be in harmony with the spiritual insight of a poet who felt the
ancient magic of the old mound. It was a spontancous and simple ritual that pro
gressed itself to natural movement and beauty without pre-conceived rituals or a
book.

It is such a pity that the Wiceca cannot accept the fact that if we were to unite
in brotherly love before the face of the Lady and the Lord, we could become great
again and open and respected in the outer world. But until that day comes we can
only do our individual best for the Mother and Her children. I realise vhilst I
write this that I am as guilty as the next but now I am trying yo make amends for
sone of the.past hurts that I have given and many public stupidities I created -1
for others of the Crafi. As I have said in another letter to you, my house is open

to sincere people of whatever belief or creed.” .

to the Outer and I belicve that 3
practices and 2,
A

Alex Sanders

FRSTIV/L OF CREATIVE LIVING TOWARDS THE NEW AGE. SEPTEMBER 1ST and 2ND at HOVE
Town Hall, Brighton, Sussex.

HEALING is an important aspect of our work. Plcase send name and address of the
person concerned to TC and we will then ass them to our dnily absent healing list.

No fees but goodwill donations accepted.

THE SOCIETY FOR PROMDTING PAGAN KNOULEDGE was recently set up with the intention of
promoting a better understanding of all forms of Paganism, past and present, Nowa=
days, the word pagan is invested with a pejorative meaning. While Paganism was
once the repository of all knowledge from nedicine to astronomy via.agriculture,
geonancy and nagic it is now portrayed as something baclkward and evil; a force
opposed to the sweetness and light of the Christioan religion. This image is
totally falsc and has been fabricated by those who wish to peddle authoritarian,
centralist and patermalistic creeds which allow no freedonm to their participants.
The SPPK exists to show that Paganisnm, far from being pernicious and harmful, is the
faith for all,those who believe in the generative principles which rule all life, in
joy and creativity unfettered by dogma or doctrine, SPPK.will publish information
on various aspects of Paganism and attempt to communicate with the mass media in-
correct the serious misrepresentations which occur at present. A state-

order to
ins is available from SPPK, PO Box 146, Finchingfield, Braintree, Essex.

nent of a
NP AGE INTOLERANCE. It is sad that intclerance and bigotry are not the perogative
of ihe Piscoan spawned Christian Church but seem to be the hang ups of some self- &
styled 'New Age! groups. Commenting on the recent Aquarian Festival '79 one New Age
publication complains of the presence at the Festival of "Magicsnot-so-white! znd ‘
|

suggests that witchcraft has nothing to do with the coming aeon but belongs to the
01d Age where people wnt to maintain the status quo or return to the pastl

"As a progressive and forward looking pagan nowsletter we would answer this
blatant example of inverted snobbery quite simple: The past, and its rich, spiritual
traditions, is there to build foundations on, not dwell in, as any true pagan will .
tell you, In fact, there is nothing sensationally new about the New Age teachings )
propogated today, for they are but 'old wine in new bottles". It is amazing how | o
nany of the New Age groups are themselves finding the feminine aspect, exploring
ancient power centres and the symbolism of Celtic and other nythologies. |

In these troubled times, the Old Religion has much to offer to cure the mutiple
crisis facing our planet. A special feature on the role of the pagan way in the
1980's will be published in the noxt issue of TC together with a candid analysis of

the various predictions concerning the New Age of Aquarius.
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£ ming incroasingly aware
ECO-NEWS. We hear that pagan groups in the States aro geg; Dagans to stop the
of ecological issues. Nows roaches uf of Pﬂyd?ic actio nor reports Christian
culling of baby seals in Newfoundland. According to “e‘mﬁ‘:‘fom they set out on
clergynen blessed the Canadian and Norwegian seal killers 4 States and Canada staged
their bloody work!  In responso, pagan groups in the Unite d other endangered wild=
& co-ordinated meditation and prayer session for the scals an no time to psychic
life, It is suggested that pagans worldwide should allocate 80
action in support of our threatcned animal brethben. e sy turn.

In TCik wcP:lcntioncd Dr. Kit Pedlar's comments at an ccology scn.nzn:riﬁ:igrlship
He has oxpanded his views on a spiritual response to ecology (the :-“ e ot b
of living organisms with their natural onvironment) in a new book !The b’”f"phere
Gaia' published by Souvenir Press. He believes that the Earth and its 10; .
is not a lifeless, physico-chemical lump of rock floating in space but a vibr D;'
living entity possessed of both intelligence and congciousncss. At one time, Sekated
Pedlar says, mankind was an intogral part of this organism but over the C_"Cnt“rlcs
gradually became scparated from it and at present is its worst enemy, His propos-
ition leads to the unpalatable conclusion that humans, in their present stage of
techndllogical advancement, are a parasitic vermin which Gaia - Pedlar!s name for the
Earth Spirit borrowed from Greeck mythology - will eventually reject and el :u;mate un=-
less we drastically amend our destructive ways. S

To prevent this happening, and re-establish the element of harmony with ‘the b_io
sphere which once existed throusands of years ago, Dr. Pedlar believes that a
radical rethink of our acceptod values and existing life style is urgently needed.
Some of the balancing measures he advocates nay seom rather extreme or even reaction-
ary to the average person-in-the-street although perhaps not to some readers of this
newsletter. He suggests.a strict vegetarian or vegan diet (prohibiting cammed or
processed foods which contain chemical derived flavourings and colours) showers in-
stead of water intensive baths, natural fibres for clothes to replace nylon, limited
public tramsport to replace private cars (bicycles for short, local journcys) and a
transformation of industry to !'soft technology!. '

These arce all changes which may be forced on us anyway as we enter the inevitable
post-industrial age of the 21st century. Dr. Pedlar's argument is that if we do
these things now we will not only safeguard the future of the biosphere - and our own
oxistence as an organism living within its atoospheric fold - but also thwart the
sinister plans of the faceless ones, he calls 'technologist toynnkers!, whose ideas
for manipulating hunanity in the future (c.g. genetic engineering, cybernetics and
mass mind control) are too frightening to contemplate. We do not say we agree with
everything Dr. Pedlar says but we are sure that intelligent, aware people who care
about their enviromment and the dircction in which the destructive technology of to-
day is leading us will find his ideas stirmulating, By definition that category in-
cludes nany pagans and TC readers. g y

Two short quotations from the bock may give an idea of vhere Dr. Pédlar is at.
"ees A trec is an extension of the Barth, A tree is part of the Sun, because the
rayg of the Sun are its life. A tree does not end at its roots, It is an organ
of Gaia. It is living earth. A man is not a man, he is an extension of the Earth.
A man and a woman'are part of the Sun, the rays of the Sun are thoir life. A" tree,
a man and a woman are the same because they are extensions of the Earth", unquote,

"o be able to see the spectre of the tree above its seed; to be able to feel the
flow of life and to recapture ancient vision; té be able to recognize the most cen-
tral part of our beings, that our flesh and blood is the same as the grecn sap of a
leaf and the fur of an animal; to recognize the interlocked rythms of all the species
around us and to know that death is a trivial event where our temporary mobile exist-
cnce submerges like the sphere flattening our into the infinite plane of life; to
know that the rational, logical reductionist analysis of Nature is magnificently,
splendidly and absolutely wrong; and to know that the cybernarchy (the technological
toypmakers) is both alien, hostile and irrevocably otheg: these are the necessities
for Gaian vision",

THE LONG MAN. One of the most interesting of our surviving hill figures is the Long
Man of Wilmingfon in Sussex. The figure is traced in conerete blocks on the hill-
side overlcoking the picturesque village and holds in its hands two staves., The
blocks were laid in 1969 and replaced 7,000 bricks put in place in 187k which had
been damaged by vandalism and érosion., Previously to the Victorian restoration the
Long Mon was traced in chalk and was only discert.cble in unusual weather conditiong,
such as a light covering of snow or a heavy frost, ' y
It scems certain that during the 19th century restoration, some important details
of the Long Man were altered or eraged.  An early drawing of the figure from the
Burrell manusecript in the British Muscum shows that the staves wore originally a
scythc and a rake. This suggests that the figure may have Trepresented a local for-
8 tility deity invoked for good harvests. It secoms to discount tho theory put forward
# by the pioneer ley hunter, the late Alfred Vatkins, that the Long Man represented an
esese/anciont 'dod mantwho




Biﬂht:lnimm' who survéyed the routes of old straight tracks with special
Uilmington Adn:rd:]'.nterestingly encugh we understand that a ley line passcs thm;l:;

~The age of and leads dircctly to a prohistoric earthwork above the Long -
cut by o o the hill figure is o mystory. One historion claims that it had
conducted dﬁ"‘s of Vilmington Priory in tho kth Century} fn archaeological EWIY ey
dates back ing the 1969 restoration however revealed traces of Romen tiles wh 4
a bro the figure at least 1,800 years. A rescmblance between the Long Man an
The nze belt buckle found in a Saxon grave at Finglesham, Kont, have algo beon noted.

buckle depicts a horndd figure holding two spears. There is some sign of soil

disturbance above the Long Man, possibly caused by the crasing of the agricultural
implements, but no clear evidence for horns.

Some witches say that the Long Man is a representation of the tGuardian of the
North Gate! whose significance in the Craft will be known to many TC readers. An
active coven is rumoured to meet in the village below the Long Man and they may have
some traditional knowledge of the figure's symbolism,

SACRED SPRINGS & HOLY WELLS. A holy woll; holy and healing, whole. A sacred
spring; numinous source of life-giving water, water which is the origin of life and
conductor of the Earth's vital power. Long ago these wells and springs were rec-
ognized, nomed and venerated. Offerings were made to the Goddess who presides over
wells, springs and deep pools filling them with special power., Ritual acts of wor-
ship wore performed at these places and people came to them to be healed of discases
and sorrows.

Nowadays, most of the customs have disappeared together with our understanding of
our place in the natural world and our direct experience of the divine in Nature.
There are some remmants whose origins are forgotten and unguessed: well dressing
ceremonies, tossing of coins into fountains or 'wishing wells!, vague traditions of
a certain well bestowing some blessing or healing to those who drink its water,
metories of women dipping their babies in a well to cure them of ricketts, weak sight
or other ailments, institutionalised sacrcd springs such as Lourdes where hundreds
of curcs have taken place this century and the custom of blessing oneself with holy
water or using it to exorcise evil forces. But while some springs are still visited
for these modern rituals, most lie unrecognized and unknown. Some are named and
have some half-remembered tradition attached to them,  They may be visited from
cusiosity or come upcn by chance and their magic will be accessible to any that come
with open minds and an ability to wonder. Others arc on private property, probably
well loocked after by owners who may guard their whereabouts as a family secret. Many,
many more are derelict, abandoned, sealed and capped offj their springs diverted and
culverted or situated in boggy ground or tangled brambly undergrowth.

The holy wells were often surrounded by a grove of trees and often were associated
with a nearby hill or mound. They are an indispensable part of the pagan tradition
that has come down to us and that many of us are trying, tentatively, to restore.
Yet so little is known about them and even less has been written about them. We
have come across sacred wells in their natural settings and we have personally ex-
perienced the peace, energy and sense of awe that emanates from these places. UWe
have also seen wells neglected and spoilt by the insensitivity of modern man and we
arc concerned that these priceless and beautiful expresgions of our spiritual heri-
tage are gradually dwindling. Groves of trees are being destroyed; deliberately or
through disease: sacred hills are being included in development plans and the wells

g apoinoy. Are, 4520pRas RS, Hilary Lewellyn-illiams
and Tony Padfield

Hilary and Tony are co-editors of a newsletter which seeks action to preserve sacred

wells and springs. We wish them luck in their work. Ed.

PRESERVING ANCIENT SITES. The measures necessary to protect ancient pagan sites
from vandalism, crosion and tourism are controversial. This is largely due to the
fact that such measures frequently restrict freedom of access to the sijigs. Ve
therefore find Stonchenge sealed off by barbed wire, hear talk of/part of Glastonbury
Tor to visitors and read of a plastic cover put over a Scottish standing stone. Such
actions are rightly condermed by pagans and others who have a vested interest in the
preservation of old monuments.

It is obvious to everyone in the pagan movement that the Establishment is not
very interested in protecting or preserving our sacred places. The sad fate of the
Gog Magog hill figures rediscovered by Lethbridge and then left to providence offers
ample evidence of official apathy as does the barbed wire and concrete obscenity
which is now Stonechenge. All the bureaucrats are interested in is herding 2,000
tourists through the turnstiles every hour. Their only concession to the spiritual
aspect of the circle is to allow the Druids to hold their midsummer solstice cererony
there each year. Even that gesture of goodwill could be threatened by the outside
interferences and harrassments of recent years.

esss/lhat of the future? It
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“'were in ‘daily commmunion with Father Sun and Mother Earth., They contacted by day
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ires, but

Vhat of the future? It is essential to preserve and pmtocfepnga‘rblysp@pio"gen-
in an environmentally responsible way which still allows access,, gaywho can be '
trusted not to chip bits off as souvenirs or daub political o domos  is abhor-
Prosnect of Stenchenge or Avebury being enclosed in giant plastic it oF the
Tent %o ai) of w5, Pressure must therefore be applied on tho Depar tion Groups
Envirsoment, +the Natiomnl Trust, the Countryside Cormission, Consewa.;-i okt

and Private Ounors of ancient moruments to fulfill thoir duty rosponsibdly
Plamning vays of progervis g our oncient pagan heritage.

0
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2552 Ever tricd {elling the truth about your religion?

PSR BT 5 « ©On beieg seon at an qut~patient!s clinic, the rcceptmr.lwt’
filling in nr o2ficinl foim roid "Roligion Ploase?"  Miitch" I ropliod firmlys

"o Gears kot g éc you o to?" she sighed, with her ball point pen poiseds
"Madom, I dontt go ry church, I am not a Christian, I am a Uitch'. .
"Now <o be s¢ ’le ¢ecr, lhat if you should be very ill, or cven dying? (whis-
pered!) Vho 114 we send for to pray for you?" MMy next of kin I trust", by now

I was tired and my feet hurt, "Can wo get on with the rest of the. form do you think?"
We raitled through the rcst of the docunentation without a hitch, then with a heavy
8igh ghe said, "iave you decided what religion you are yet?" I restrained myself
and said in a-very civil monner, "Modam, I made up my mind what religion I was many
years ngo, now because you don't like it you suggest I change it?" "How would it
do if I put Atheist?, that way you would not be tortiented by vicars] Or even Ag-
nostic?  I', not sure what they are, but we don't call a vicar for them if they're
dying, (whistercd againl) You sce, I'm not allowod to loave the space blank, I
mst put somcihing down".  "ihy don't you just write witbh and lot me ffight off?
tho vicars, (1ndicrous thought) and worry about my own death-bed", "That'!s all very
well doar but it isatt a religion is it? I suppose it cotics undor !pergussions!
and all the otaer little bits and pieces of difforent sccts; but they're allowed for,
because they're breskaway parts of rocognised churches, yourts isn't", :

My nanc was called and I went for my consultation, her voice following me down
the corridor, "I'1l sec you later dear. Next pleasel" I was admitted to a ward,
and to help me recover from the shock of ‘the usual tepid bath and icy cotton sheects,
was brought a cup of tea by.i.. youlve guessed it, the receptionist] ~This time she
was rcinforced by a very large, very Scots ward sister, "Religion please?" said
my tornentor,; with a sweet smile, mIitch" said I, with a matching one. "Not
‘allowed!" grinned the Sister, "Youlve got to declare for one of the State churches
or they'll bury you as on R.C. They lay claim to all the 'doubtfulst, I think may-
be they're on commission from the Almighty, ‘or something. How about putting Pro-
testant and leaving up to your conscicnce Jjust what you're protesting about?"
This idea appealed to me, but the receptionist shook her head, 'Mon't do" she said,
"Then she'd be scen by Protestant chaplains, wouldn't she?'. Sister pulled a face,
"Fhat's true, and if she died she'd be buried by them, too". I was a little worried
by all this preoccupation with death. I'd only come for a few days; and on my own
two feet at thatl ; e "

Mercifully, my Ge.P., an old friend of the family," poked his head roimd the cur-
tains. "I' d5 wish you folks would discuss philosophy in quieter voices. I'm trying
to get some work done, © The woman's a darmed non-confornist in every other way,
why cantt she be one in her religion? - Surc she deliberately posts all her second
class nail -in the {irst class mail boxi™’ g5t e
Bless the man, it answered all our questions and consciences. I'an now officinlly
a non-confornist.... outwardly as well as inwardlyl M. Bottomle

Although our readers encounter withté#gal¥cracy is amusing on one level, it does
highlight the cerious question of gociety!s reaction to people who have unothodox
spiritual belicfs. It is apparrent that hospitals and other official bodies do
not regard Witcheraft as a religion. A test case to establish the validity fev e,
Paganisn as. a reengnised spiritual philosophy hasalso yet to be fought through. the
British legal sysien, Until that happens and a victory can be claimed involking
so-called Declorations of Human Rights .(which are eynically disregarded by their
signatordes anyway) as a defense against harassment is an empty gesture and we will
still face the risk of being buried or (preferably) cremated as Roman Catholics) Ed,

VISIONS OF THE SACRED TREE. Abused, villified and persecuted, the North American
Indian has been robbed of his country, culture and heritage by the European scttlers
who pushed westward across the contihent carving out commercial empires based on
gold,-oil and cattle. - Even amid deprivation the native Americans have still not?
forgotten their ancient Gods, the deities of Nature, and the Great Vhite Spirit who
spoke dircctly to his people even as they clung to the mockery of Reservation life,

In happier times the notive Americans were free to worship as they liked and

the gpirits of the trees and at night listened ‘to the voices of their ancestors
2 i > e -a-c/i-n the hovling of the wolves.




M1 ereation . . % I A

The m’:n ',“_:gl\fith the mystical song of spirit for all life was.one. T
and benegic ief of the mative cmerictns was in one god, omiipotent, all wise
Vithout reayinin Yohy vhits mon dismissed the Indian as a "sunworshipping heathent
the white pan ungd‘l'hat to hin the sun was the visible symbol ?f ‘the Cren:t;r JUBtn:B
onts, the reemy the cross as the symbol for his gods Un.l.i‘{e the:!rl::ue opzt ;
in forcing tn . respected all beliefs held by others and could see 5 tl;’:t it
BYstical iy L0048 On people of difforant view, The Indions believed that
attained by wledge of god was mot o special gift granted to the few but could ;i ’
god is 4 anyone through meditation, prayer and solitary vigil, In their be i:a:
= even”:;’s:z?.l Yot can onter into cll things and become a b:trdc,l :o trﬁeag :::p-
resentation of t:‘;mez bemg: Alf‘;hn?ugn vy ;nd:.an ey n?:hal}éogems) a(ftoton pole
WA, .oat Vhite Spirit (o belief shared wi slel

erected in the village and depicted the lesser gods, nature spirits, and an-

ceatral dead., To the Indiars, animals were to be respected and admired. Tribes
were divided into friondly clans named after special Totem animals and they placed
themselves under the creatures! protection in tho hope that they would inherit their
characteristics,

That Indian culture is very ancient is proved by the pre-historic remains
scattered across North America. These include the mysterious Medicine Wheel which
stands on Big Horn Mountain in Wyoming. This is a gigantic stone circle some 250
feet in diamcter made of huge slabs of limestone and from the centre radiate 28
spoltes composed of boulders which are belioved to have an astronomical significance.
Local tribes know little of the Medicine Wheel and only refer to ancient legends
of a mysterious Shadow People who were the oncestors of the Indians. They were &
raceé of powerful magicions living in "the time before iron" and built the mountain
top circle with the aid of the gods. Possibly this is a far memory of the pre-
historic shamans who crossed the landbridge into North Americy from Asia 10,000
years ago.

The lonliness of the Indian people today, as they scek to restore their ancient
cultuore destroyed by the white man's world of materialism and false values, is ex-
pressed vividly in the words of the Sioux Medicine Man Black Elk, looking back, in
his old age to the battle of Wounded Inec where hundreds of his people were mass=
acred. J v :

"Mhen I look back I see the butchered women and children lying heaped in that
crocked gulch and I can see that something else died in the bloody mud and was
buried in the blizzcard. A peoples! dream died there, It was a beatiful dreams
Mow the Indian Nations hoop is broken and scattered. There is no centre any more
and the Sacred Trec is dead," - ’

Vhen we look at the state of native american culture today; the degrading con=
ditions of the Reservations, the alcoholic problen arongst Indiang, the rejection
of the old values by the younger generation and the sell-out to western materialism,
the mining of uranium for nuclear energy on the sacred lands, how prophetic these
words spcken by Black Elk many ycars ago now scen. However, there is some sign and
hope of o new revival of the Old Ways among the Indiansg today and a return to the
spiritual .traditions which werc lost when the Tribes were scattered. The sacred
tree may well be dead but while one native american survives the spirit of his race:
lives on to inspire others (both Indian ond non-Indian) with the beauty and strength
of his Ancient Truths. A ‘
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THE WESTERN INSTITUTE OF ESOTERIC SCIENCE, amnounce a 4-day seminar entitled ‘
MExploring the Larth Mysteries". This will be held August 24th -27th at a moun-
tain retreat in the Redwood Forest of Northern California. The Semingr will be

in Bardic style using discussion, dircct cxperionce, lectures and group synergy.

The 4 ‘days exporicnce provides tools and insights necded to return our lives to a
nore meaningful pattern and make us effective agents for the New Age. Subjects
include Geomancy, Ogham, lagical Seripts, Leys, etec, Full details from Modrekara,
P.0. Box 82,0ccidental, California 95465, U.S.A. .

MJOLINIR is a new magazine covering the field of folklore and the Earth Mysteries.
The first issue contains information on 17th Century Cheshire witch trials, Hereford
Leys, the Green lMan in Chester Cathedral and Robert Nixon's famous Cheshire prophet,
An interesting addition to the genre but we wonder if the local flavour of this
initial issuc will meap a limited potential for future sales. Anyway we wish them
luck. 'Mjollnir! is available’ from Torsdag Publications, 56 Filkins Lane, Chester,

MAGAZINES & PUDLICATIONS., A free listing for exchange advertisers:

ALBION the national magazine for enquiry into the Mysteries of Britain £2.00 per

annun from P.O. Box 146 Finchingfield, Braintrec, EssexX s.... JOURNAL OF GEOMANCY
publishes research papers on dragon lore, terrestial zodincs, leys and geomancy,

60p from IGR, 142 Pheasants Rise, Bar Hill, Cambridge .eeee

-o---mﬂ LEY HUNTER




'gmwrmm_t_:_gxcy hunting magazine. Long established mdm::; st 4 ;
3200 por annun fron P.OJBox 152, London Ny10s sve INSIGHP Occult Jou
all aspects, 50p from 118 Uindham Road, Dournemouth, Dorsot seeee COVEN contan
occult publication, 25p from Tancoed Publications, 3 Winelwyd, Mol= in=y=wig, W
Clwyd, Vales ..... THE PAGAN VAY magazine for witches & pagans. J5p from 31 "‘:N“
Lone, Uatford, Herts. asess ACPION POR PSYQHIC ECOLOGY pro=Vegan, antisanimal ol
ﬂpiritual mgnzing. 30p fron 160 Glen Mbw Rd. mm‘ s.w.m YT m:c
JOURNAL on Alchery and the Western Esoteric Traditions, £1 or $3 from 123 Antigua
Strect, Bdinburgh 1, Scotland s.... PICVINNARD foatures \essex leya and Folidore.
35p from Picwinnard Pross, Hythe Row, Choddar, Somexset eseee IGNEWS Occult Barth
Mysterics Newsletter. 35p(Blank P.0.) from BM Bullotin, London UCLV 6XX sesss
GOLDEN SECTTON NEWSLETTER Coltic & Druid lore. 60p from C. Mirray, Flat 8, 239 Sel=
hurst Road, London SE25 ..e.. WOOD & VATER newslottor about holy wells and sacred
springs. Recommended, 30p from Hilary Lewollyn Uilliams & Tony Padfield, 38 Masouth

Street, Swindon, Wiltshiro. K
*GNOSTICA* bi~monthly 100 page magazine of Bsoteric lmowledge for the New Age. Lt
Each Issue contains book reviews, subjoct guides to bools & supplies, news, rituals
& exercises for self-development. Provocative articles by leading writera in the O
field include features such as Tantra, Qabalah, Magic, Parapaychology, Vitcheraft & '5{%
Occult Philosophy. One yoar!s overseas subscription $12.50 (£6,25) Surface Mail ; \l"
or $17.00 (£8.90) Air Mril. Contact GNOSTICA, Box 43383 CA, St. Paul, Minnesota X
5516k, U.S.A. or U.K. Distributoras; The Socioty of Motaphysicianm, Hastings, Sussex. ‘*i
sesce L
AQUARTAN FESTIVAL NEWSLETTER provides updated information on Now Age eventa and pube

lications. £2.00 (§ issucs) from Joan Androws, 16a Franconia Rd, London, SUA seess
SUPERNATURAL RESEARCH SOCIETY Free Quarterly Nowslettor investigating the unexplained
Psychic Phenomena, reincarnation, UFO'gs, clairvoyance, otc. Sond stemp only to 127YA o
Ivinson Rd, Darwen, Lancs sese. PENDRAGON Journal of the Pendragon Society. Deals A
with Arthurian fact & fiction. Annual gub, £2.50 includes magasine from Garden Plat, o X
22 Alpa R4, Clifton, Bristol ... THE CRYSTAL VWELL. 40 page pagan magazine featuring peis
rituals, folklore, spells, music, poetry & artwork. $8 per annum (£5.00) from P.O. e
Box 3145, Seal Beach, California 90740, UsS.Ae eseee THE WICCAN, Australian News=- @
letter of the pagan 0l1d Religion, Aus. $2 (£1.00) 6 issues por annum from, P.0.Box
80, Lane Cove, Now South Wales 2066, Australia esess DALEFIRE Nowslotter of the
Temple of Rhiannon & Morlin. £2.00 per annum from Lawronce & Nora, ¢/o 28 Claremont
Road, Sale, Cheshire.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS. ..« Due to rising costs wo mugt unfortunately increase the
cover price of TC from our next (Halloween) issue to 25p. le are asura that deaspite
this small increase our loyal readers will still find the nowslottor is good value
for money and continue to support us in the futurc.

ADMIN. THE CAULDRON is a non-profit making venture and is produced four times a
year at the major pagan festivals of Hallowe'en, Candlomass, Doltane & Lammaatide,
News items, short articles and opinions are welcomed for publication. Non-de-plumes
can be used but please include your nane and address ao we do not publish anonymous
material,

SINGLE ISSUE 25p inc. postage (Blank P.0.) or & Issues £1.00 inc. postage (Blank : B
P.0. or cash) U,S. & Overseas $3 bills only or the oquivalent in local curroncy ' .

notes only -~ for L issues Air Muiled), No chequos can be accepted na payment for J .":
subscriptions. &3
iy

The Cauldron is also available from ATLANTIS Bookshop in London, OCCULT WORLD in 3§
Ipswich, OCCULTIQUE in Northampton, SORCERER'S APPRENTICE in Loods, SPARCHILD in &l
Whitby and TANCOED PUBLICATIONS in Vales, ’ o
esess And time, the greater healer, begat procrastination, o

saying, "Let it pass. The time will come", q&

¥

But the enlightened knew, standing cround in small
groups, their words falling on deaf cars while th
chanted softly, insistently, :

J "THE TIME IS NouM esnnnsse

ADDRESS All correspondence, enclosing stamped addressod enveolopo or a International
Reply Coups Overseas if a personal reply is required toi-

The Editor, 'The Cauldron', BCM Box 1633, london, UCLV 6XX, England, W,

¢ ]
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