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IMBOLC is the Celtic name for the Festival of Light celebrated at the beginning of

February and dedicated to the goddess Brigid, patroness of sacred fires, h!?lY_WellS

and healing arts. On a spiritual level it is a time for purification, initiation and
_ regeneration.

SEHTND THE CHURCH DOOR: Part € - Here Comes - Jack-in-the-Greenl There have been
# veral references in tnis series to the Green lan. Two of the caurch guides colle_scted
i. my survey explain the term. That of St.James, Halse in Somerset describes a ;’:_ic;ce
of stonework above an arch as "a circular medallion in which is a carved head with
tranches and leaves coming out of the nose. Some say these foliate heads represent
<he old Jack-in-the-Green. Others believe they go back to earlier art forms even
perhaps the classical Gorgen. The medieval carvers used them as symbols of growth
end revival. The style of this leaf carving suggests a date around 1300. Firstly,
the Green lan usually has foliage sprouting from his mouth not his nose. To say that
medieval carvers used them as symbols of growth and revival is to omit to say they
used them as pagan symbolsl In the excellent guide book of St.lMichael & All Angels
at Linton-in-Craven, Yorkshire a Mr.C.E.Wright says of the resident two Gr?en l;{en
that they are 15th century and !good examples of the Jack-in-the-Green motif with
stems of foliage issuing frem—thc-meuth-end forming a- foliate masic a.roulr:g the-face!
0 Sa "his figure was a common sight in medieval revels and was own as -
ﬁzealcjeez mn, a term now more or less confined to inns. A person was dressed up in
a light wicker frame decorated with foliage through which his face could barely be
seen and along with the Fay Queen {ne being known as the May King) he led the revels
associated with some kind of fertitility rites which may have come down from the
Roman saturnalia. If so it is an interesting-examp}te oflhow.the Church turned pagan
ites to her own uses. One wonders where Rogationtide fits into the scheme of things"
;h wicker frame around the May King recalls the method by which the .Goddess queen's
. rt was sacrificied at the end of his term of office by immolation in a blazing
O‘;.I:::r prison. Jack-in-the Green is often rendered as Jack Straw, who had his 'castle!
% Hampstead Heath in London and a famous public house named after him, or Green
Z':orge ; He has been m;cceasmlly equated
7 ike the Christian Devil has a beard, horns, pointed
with ok G:Offeuo:r,ld"?;binﬂc:bod. Bob Stewart in 'Where is St.George?! (p 68)
one Be A G;gs;l Man as St.George, a saint derived from St.Michael, Apollo and
describeil thiivi:zties. As a fertility power, says Stewart, he returns to leaf and
ot;her . M.-[-.xﬂne: truimph of winter, The Green Man is then a real pagan figure. How
life af:e;ow.import’nt ig hinted at the same church at Hasle. An expose inside the
real and i« ' Green Man discusses the mystery of the capitals and
ch before referring to the o o L . als
o isle. The bases are made of stone foreign to Somerset and the = -
Danee o aniam -E; from a Knight Templar chapel, One capital, says the expose,
capitals orig aand sorpent worship, the next describes the Demiurge, the third
represents tre: still visible, the fourth is the sign of Ain Soph (on the Cabbalistic
has the g?rpen ) while the fourth again is the Demiurge. 'Webster's Dictionary
Tree of Life Egemiﬂfga as "an inferioir, not absolute, intelligent deity, the Creator
describes the dontified by Sope with the god of the Old Testament and distinguished
of tne world 1 God"'. The expose might have described it as the Templar's god, or i
from e zmpmt;e -figl.li'a on the two capitals is onece again the Green lan and the }
Baphomet, bur d in the woxrship is a dragon. The Ain Soph is taken from the Hebrew -.53
serpent invo ‘;‘:-th' god of Kabbalism who has no sex and no other quality capable Y
Kabbalah and 13 jon and comes before before and above the creator god (Jehovah) Y
of human W“Pmt Sheila-na-gigs and Green len are curious figures to find in
lav.m.eséhurtﬁ?wt'my be small and insignificant ones compared with four

in the churchyard at St.Andrews Dacre near Pooley Bridge at the foot of




»d was on oval mount later extended in all directis
deli - ot waat might be called the four
'corners!, siand four heavy sione statues about L' &" high %cncw:-'x locally as the.
Bear Stones or Dacre Bears. Zach of them is animal like althcugh almost hum?.n with
axms that seem to end in huge hends with fingers. The statues appear to be in a
sitting position with arms and legs embrecing a another slighter, but still . .
heavy, form mostly lilze a piilar {a;t in one of the gtatueg it is 'toppe§ by a semi- L
buman face. The general attituce of the Bears is suggestive of copulation and there

is an extraordinary impression of sirength and great force in each of the figures,

It is suggested the figures are medieval and represent the bear and ragged staff

badge of the Zarl of Warwidk whose fenily lived at a nearby castle. The witeh from

East Anglia however recognized them immediately as elemental guardians representing

earth, fire, air and water. The one representing fire she pointed out had a salamander

on its back ( Charles Leland in his'Gypsy Sorcery'of 1391 reproduces a drawing of a
salamander embracing a2 stone pillar similiar to the Dacre bears) She touched the

figures and said they'd lost nearly all their power because they'd been unused for
centuries but in the earin guardian she could still feel something. "Frobably they
allbecame powerful at full moon and that is the time to come here!" she said. If

they had been put at Dacre as guardians then there musi have been something to

guard and this must have been an extercmely holy place. Guy Regland Phulli E
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GFRALD GARDINER & THS HEREDIT/RY WITCH TRADITION The story so.. far for the benefit

€ new readers. In the late 19tk ?c;'.i't-'.i';:ynO.l-d“G;orge Picltingill, a Hereditary witch

master from the village of Canewdon in Essex, dissented from the esteblisghed Craft

to found his lline Covens which practised Scandanavian, French, Romany and Saracen

derived rites., In 1899 it is alleged Pickingill inducted Aleister Crowvley into the

Craft. Forty years later Gerald Gardner, the founder of modern Wicca, was also

inducted into the Pickingill Crafi. ‘hen Gardner later met Crowley the two men

exchanged notes on their common Craft background, Using a magical recall technique 4

Crowley passed on to Gardner detials of the rites practised by the coven he had |

joined. The correspondence on this led occult writer Francis King to suggest in his =

book TRitual Magic in England! (1970) that Crowley had compiled the Book 0% Shadows

used in Gardnerian Wicca. llow nlease read on e+sss The Hereditary =ersuasion has .

an ambivalent attitude to "Old Gerald! Gardner. He is accepted as a sewruiry _induct-

ed brother but reviled os a meddler and Crafi innovator. Gardner's interpretation of

the English Craft is 2 travesty of the "true persuasion'. Some idea of his perfidy

may be gleaned fronm the following resume of his Craft background. He was inducted

into three covens. His parent coven was the llew Forcst group. le was subsequently

inducted into the Hertfordshire remant of one of Pickingill's infamous lNine Covens,

Only two of the original Nine Covens still convenc today. One is in Hertfordshire

and the other in llorfolk. The Hertforcshire coven rust not be confused with the Sty

Albans group with which Gardner was also cssociated. Gardner was vexed to discover

that the Hertfordshire coven repudiated many of the tenets egpoused by his parent

coven. He was astute enough to realise that the Fellowship of Crotora ( a neo-

Rogicrucian theosophical occult group associated with the llew Forest coven Ed) had

influenced its structure and concepts, Gardner recieved the Second Rite of the

Hereditary Craft from the leader of the Hertfordshire coven. He was thus a full

Crafter. It was this circumstance which led to the erroneocus belief that Gardner

was only a first grade Crafter. There is much controversy as to Gardner!'sg actual

standing in his parent coven. To counter any doubts Gardner foolighly admitted to
several associates that he had recieved the first initiation of the Hereditary
Craft. His detractors have seized on this fact and ignorantly assumed that he was
only a first degree Crafter. The first actual initiation of the "true persuasion™
is coincidental with the bestowing of the Sgcond Rite. Gardner was distnrbed to
learn that the Third Rite could only be awarded by a magister (witch master Ea)
However he submitted to the authority of a magisterl He was accepted into another
East inglian coven and recieved the Third Rite at the hands of a magister whose
name is known to me. Gardner's ignonimity is almost beyond belief, He sought the
help and assistance of the "tzﬁe.pirsuasion" and then abrogated their trust. He
discarded the most cherished belleu? of the Hereditary Craft ana promulgated his
own concepts to its detriment. One is forced to concede that Gardner was only
emulating Pickingill and indeed fa-zithﬂ.:lly adhered to the format cf those rites
devised by 0ld George. One looks in vain for gny admission by Gardner that he D
recieved the "authority" of the Brotherhood from a man. His peculiar sexuality i
natirally preclut,iéé. such an admission as both he and Crovley physically enjoyed 7k
being dominated ond chastised by women, Gardner's psychological quirks were his A
ovm business. We are al]l.ﬂ"ﬂng‘eCt to our variety of semmal fantasies. Unfortunately
both Gardner and Crowley projected their fantasies into the Revived Craft. Gardner
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< pantheistic religious viewpoint. To me, and most
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QAE{‘}J}:‘_{ELPE-Q@J_I:GH There has always been a degree of interaction betweez:: wvhat might
zzr‘zzmgd ;i-lli 2 lagic! and the Old Craft practiced in tl.xe"hp.nlets and Vvlllgge:; As
o tE}I‘1 er !.ll-ustrated by his novel 'High I‘ngn‘:'s Aicd ‘Ehe twr:\ are‘ay S ansn
s mpatible and indeed can be compl imentary. Certianly Gardner h.u?sel.a. d‘rew e L

Pon Golden Dawn and Crowleyan sources wien he forged his re-constituted Wicca move-
ment in the 1950's. Later Alex Sanders was to draw heavily upon the works of the
German Qabalist Frans Bardong in adcition to the, by now standard, debt cwed to the
Go}dez:x Dawn. Therefore most revivea Wicea strains contain a considerable guantity of
Qabalistically derived material, It is undoubtedly the case that some 'pure! streams
of the Old Religion exist. The irner plane sources from which such springs stream '
:i_‘e‘ by o means exhausted yet. However those who drink from such deep waters are a

iny minority of those who practice the 'mew'! 0ld Religion. lost others cwe a debt
either to Greek,Roman, Zgyptian or gscme similiar mythology and in all 1likelehood ,
bear some degree of indebtecness to the Western Qabalistic Tradition . As examples
ifl;lfhe latte‘::, if you use a 'pathworking' technique or ‘inveke Angel ic forces you =
;ze o rr_b:}c:}"e‘c:cly' 1n the path of the 0ld Priesthood of thig"land buf I the foot-

: P: 0% the High Magicians of the Middle Ages. I would be interested to hear the
views of.otner readers especially those who feel that High Magic or meditative
Qabalfh 15 somehow 'out of step' with paganism. My owvm view is that thee is nmo
oonfllct_but I respect the right of others to differ and would be interested to
t}ear thefr reasons for doing so. 4s a Qabal ist, and also one who has been closely
involved with the Old Religion, perhaps I had better explain my ewn position. To
Me the Qabalah is en inner framework, a plan of perfection (the Tree in harmony)

1ich serves as a blueprint by which to regulate both my inner and outer life. It
«~es not thrust upon me an alien theology nor does it close me to realiscation of the
miltiplicity of Truth which is Creation. I take from the Tree no more then I am
pr?pared to give it and the Tree in turn imposes nothing upon me other than that
Jhich I am prepared to freely acecept. It is an age old agrangemnt, The Tree teaches,
I learn and in turn I serve what I recognize as the Higher Principles, which govern
it. It is likewise the same as with the Lord and Lady cof the Old Religion. There
are however important differences between the viewpoint of many pagans and that cof
many Qabalists. Firstly while I respect the forces of the natural world and hold
them sacred I do not regard them as the totality of Divinity. Some, but not all,
pagans seem to regerd Nature as Divinity itself. In other words they express a
Qabalists, Nature is an expression
of Divinity but it is not Divinity itself. This is an important consideration. God
(wvhich to the Qabalist is neither male or female but cncompasses the potential for
both) is both transcendant and immanent at the same téme - "As above so below' =
vhich no dount you have heard before once or twicel The purely pantheistic view
seems to me to partake of one serious error - that Divinity is only as 'great' as
Nature. How Nature is very great but can we honestly claim it is Absolute? And if
not how do we regard this Ultimate ibsolute Divine Presence? Is it present in
Nature? Is it completely seperate from Nature? Or is it both at the same time?

As on interesting example of Christian theology.I was once informed that God/
Goddess cannot be present in Nature as if this was the case every time we trod
the ground beneath our feet we would be treading on Ged and 'he! would never allow
such a dreadful blasphemyl Such .sophism is ever the hallmark of the professional
theclogian, . ' ' !

-l gt Andy Highfield
Andy is the author of 'The Symbolic Weapons of Ritual Magic! (Aquarian Press 1983)

THE NATURAL WAY Last October 'The Guardian' published an article by a Dr. Michael
O'Donnell attacking the modern trend towards health foods and natural products as

a "eult of unreason'. He claimed "Nature is not a benovelant matriach" Ag a doctor
he saw his pmfe::i;:ﬂal colleagues protecting people from the ravages of an hostile
environemnt and ng to " repair bodies and minds that have been visited by a

. malevolant lMother lature". After attacking natural childbirth, breast feeding and

organically grovm vefetables O'Donnell said " Nature worship grows dangerous only
it is expanded to protect a vision of the world in which Nature is good and

ev” erything else is evil .. I see no harm in Nature being used as a generator of

nostalgic packaging or of cute shop design .. but I see much harm when Nature

worship becomes a celebration of unreason.. Our survival on this planet depends

.. not on worship of a non-existent lMother HNature but an energetic use of the

natural gift of reason. Perhaps unconciously, Dr.0'Donnell's tirade is aimed at

nec-paganisn which con, on a simplistic level, be regarded as Nature worship.

Few pagans MWW o:t-; _”. . are romantically inclined to always regard

lNeture as a Walt Disney Production. Those 'negative' aspects of Hature, which

are charcterised as "red in tooth and claw", were represented in the ancient pegan

mythelogies as the Dark Goddess. In pre-Christian religions She was Hecate, Lilith,




demands oup respect and whs B aspect of the Goddess, and Htj“cure, wl‘nlt::l
of the forceg of death our neril. The Dark Goddess 1s the sym
of being. With the deel::dmy which are an essential part of the natl'trc'-l c‘ycri:nit}'
scapegoat for misf, @ of Christianity and the rejection of the Devil as m; v
cato Hature a3 the m‘ tmbo i has become acceptable to project our subwncmt;.ls e il
human democnic force PO8ey. Hatural disasters are not the work of some 'e\j'llyfl‘-“
bitch goddess, feiuptsels Heh wag the medieval view or the result of our worship of a
earthqualte fanli op . (SEIReE be blamed if human error builds flinsy houses on_tf—‘ll 2
or injured by (@RRCES towns at the base of volcanic hills., For everyone kille
% 7 @ natural digagt Al and without publicity
a5 victing of the ] e how many more die silently and without p i
morally 'hortsight:;m byproducts of our indusirial society? Of course it is
1 - tb regard llature as !'good'! and pll human created products as
eyill' but it ig also unbalanced to regard Nature as anti-human and technology as
:e?::::::a :gor the problems facing humanity. Such simplistic views are rightly
R SR e “_ — must lie between the two exiremes. Pagans are
on an eleetpin s for SeIAfter 811 the stencils for 7C ore typed (albeit badlyl)
Fa DA Wl SR T oW and the magazine is srinted on a duplicator. There is a
sp?i.'m a&sbn to science and while the majority of scientific research is .
g:i;:'_::: ::‘u:hoo'f.k:he new dincoveries'in bioclogy and physics are helping to O.infll“m
y i cient Wisdom teachings., In those fields of study there is the
seed of hope that science can abandon its one-dimensional, materialistic cutlook
and find a truly spiritual understanding of the Universe. Today the trend towards

natural and organic products has spawmed an erpanding consumer market which seeks

"> meet a genuine public demand. Like all consumerism it hes its negative aspects
bat that it is not a legitimate reason to condemn the wiole 'back to lature! trend
out of hand. Ultimately our survivel on this planet depends on the ability of the
human species %o achieve mass realisation of its unigue relationship with NHature
and how %o use the natural rescurces which are avaliable wisely and with due
consideration for the needs of future generations. We must promote non-exploitive
avenues of technological growth which increase the quality of human life but not
at the expense of the fragile ecosystem of the Earth. Such a response to the present
planetary crisis must by necessity be based upon spiritual values if it is to have
eny meaning or success. The adoption of a religious or rather spiritual attitude to
Nature should not be rejected by the ultra-materialisis as a flight from reality,
a cult of unreascn or a regression into primitive superstition but- accepted as &
logical extension of humenity's relationship with the natural environment of this
planet and our role in the sacred web of creation. Myradin

GOOD MNEUS TIME The ielsh Lrts Council - bless their little thermal socksl - has
commisioned a new children's version of the Celtic myths of 'The Fabinogion' to

be published this summer in both English and Uelsh. Professer Gwyn Thomas of the
University College, Bangor will prepare the Welsh vercion and co-edit the English
translation with Kevin Crossley Holland who recently worlked on a children's edition
of the Angio-Sexon epic 'Beowulf!. Artist liargaret Jones of Aberyotuyts will be the
illustrator of the new edition.

GAMS FOR A LAUGH? Shortly before Yule there was national advertis ing for a new game
Callea !Taliesin!. According to the advert " you zmoom through black holes
yoﬁr life force with King Arthur, the White Goddess or the wizmard Taliesin
Sounds exciting doesn't it? (yawn) In the same breathless style the makers go on
“Tdiégm is about Britain; a fascinating blend of cool clear logic with fantasy
born out of our rich mythological heritage." Now your reaction to this nev game
will either be that it is a serious attempt to introduce ancient archetypal images
from Celtic mythology to the mass mind or yet ancther example of the ingidous way
that sacred imagery and the pagan belief system is devalued by cormercial isation
today. llo prizes for guessing which is our viewl

SOAP PPERA JINX LEYED /n exclusive story in a Sunday newspaper that the bad luck
affecting Britain's most popular televiaipl} soap opera is due to the
malefic leylines crisscrossing the studio where the series is filmed
been greeted with incredulity by both the general public and those w
knowledge of these matters. The deadly leys were dowsed by a psychic
by a member of the cast who is a Druid. This story at least introduc
e A onal waY, to a wider audience ‘alt,‘pugh the newspapers cil

nessed ley power to perform Satanic rites and the Church recognis
!oomullldl be used to fight evil was amusing. On the same day a rival n
that the producer of the series had turned dowm an offer by a wit
the alleged curse on .‘_the programme and repudiated -t?.les of su
on the set during filming, The dowsing of the leylines does
as shortly afterwards one of the cagt was arrested on a drugs
has quit the show after twenty yearsl
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WITCHES

) Ltolie garden display at the Internctional Garden Festival in Liv:erpool rlain .,
T‘:e garden will features a statue of the Greel: goddess Hecate stand{.ng in.the i
©% a magiesl circle made of moggic tiles. Bach of her three faces will point t?warda
garden representing the phases of the moon, The Christian Fel]_.owsh:.p i.n
Liverpool wrote to the fegtival orga.:Lisers srotesting about the presentation of witch
eft 88 'hammless unm, The orgenisers answered by stating that there was mo intent
o portray the witch as a wicked influence. The garden would show the witch's skill
. the use of plants ang hetbs for beneficinl purposes., Good for theml

KEEP CHRISTMA .5 PLGANL In December & Sunday newsoaper (you know which onel) coumenting

on the commercizlisation and materialism of Xmas stated that originally it was not

8 Spiriusl or Teligibus celebration but a pagan midwinter festival., Although pagens
did celebrate the traditional tuelve deys after the Winter Solstice as a time for
BeTrymaking and feasting theFe was also a spiritual perspective to their jollification
A2 part of its campaign to destroy the Green Ways the early Church took over the
pagan festlval of Yule (December. 25th) and the Winter Solotices In fact if all the
Pagan aspects of the festive Seagon were removed (such as the vigin birth of the Sun
God, jholly, mistletoe, the Xmes tree, giving presents, carols, Santa Claus etc) most
O'f at novadays mekes a "traditional Chritsmas" would vanishl The ropular modern

ifage of paganism as materialistic, unspiritual and atheistic is a classic example

>f Orwellian newspeal by a secular society which possesses all these negative aspects
1 abundance,

ANCHMON QUANGO. FIASCO On April 1st (an appropiate date we think) the Government's new
super quange lknown as the Historic Buildings and Ancient Monuments Commission lurches
into action. This bureaucratic onstrosity was set up by Michael Heseltine before he
left the Department of the Envircnment to concentrate his talents on the anti-@reenham
hate campaign. The quango's chairman will be Lord Yontagu of Beaulieu whose stately
home near Scuthampton boasis a famous vintage car musuem. lontagu is beliwed %o be

in favour of a tough approach to the ongoing scandal of Stonehenge (IC passim). So
far attempts to clean up the site have been thwarted by the local council and local
residents but with the power of the super gquango behind him Montagu is apparently
deternined ti improve the long neglected site, Just how he goes about this within
the framework of his brief to meke our ancient monuments commercially attractive =

is something we will wait for with trepidation. Obviously this is one show that is
destined to run and run and we will naturally keep you uptodate with developments in
future issues of TC. A4s we go to press ve hear news that the Department of the 4
Enviroment have turned dowm a request by a Pagan to hold a Yule rite at Stonehenge.
This does not surprise us when you consider what a circus the annual Druid rite held
at the henge in midsummer has turnmed into. e would have thought that there were
plenty of less publie stone circles available for pagan worship across our land with
out adding to the problems surrounding Stonehengel Attempts to raise a petition to
demand that Stonehenge be the venue for pagan worship would seem to us a futile

.

- .
exerclse, 3¢

COSMIC RELIGION From the sacred places of Zerth we ask you to rest a while and fly
to the starry regions of outer space. Vhenever humanity makes mass contact with -
extraterrestial life our accepted concepts of religion will be drastically altered
along with many of our other social attitudes, A few far thinking Christian theolo=
gians are already worried that the culture shock of a close encounter with an extra
terrestial civilisation will be the final nail in the coffin of orthodox Christianity
After all it seems unlikely that any advanced extraterrestial culture would find a
spiritual belief system based on the concept of the incarnation of the Creator of
the Udiverse on an obscure planet on the edge of a small galaxy theologically
acoaRighles e, V8. faceqlly i y0R7. A8 Jesus was.supposed. fo. haye;incarntted et
to release the bad karma of the Terran race it seems unlikly that alien visitors
would find the religion founded in his name to be very relevent to their own
spi:fi"hul outlook. It seems more likely that the ancient wisdom of the O1d Faith,
with its emphasis on the oneness of all life throughout the Universe, would be

more unders,t‘anda_b;e_ to the ‘q::tr_q,te:':'reatia_ls and would no doubt approximate to

their own.sbir.i%pel_i_ai;g, If we may__borrow an allusion from Hollywood the correct
groeting to 57 when he/she finally arrives on this plenet will definately be niiay
the Force be with youl i ‘ :

PREDW mm_n-nprspictdbn' megasine are hosting the Aquarian Festival this
Yoar at Battersea Town Hall on Friday March 9th 6-10pm Saturday 10th 11 am - 9pm &
Sunday 11th 11 am - 8pm There will be several pagan groups preagltt faa'tfi your editor
will be lurking in the background so see you thHN. B \

s
o #

] G_j“{D“‘“ ATTACKED 4 resder has sent us a cutting (no pun _-;_nte::zded) fr;_’me.nsth; %
{ " romlar Sardening Begazine concerning an attack by Christian fanatics on p orN
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¥ Yorgana & Merlin (Wiccan Rede P.0.Box 473 3700 AL
18 is an excellent anthology of articles in Ingl ish

"PESTRY OF WICOH >
" leth ':1"'“-!-~—~ Compliled
romerlends EB.50/gl ) o
71035 aspects of the pre .
ie variety of spirime_le 0ld Vays By British, Dutch and American pagans illustrating
system., Subjects cover d i Tience avaliable to the seeler within the pagan beliefl
the Craft, the Biota ed include Paganisn g Politics, the Sacred Earth, Feminism and
THE NIGHT BATTL: caog COVeR, Hereditary Welsh Paganiom and Christianity & Wiccas
e LAML L
oF & medToval Fiag pe 0 Glusbuzg (Routiedge & Kegan Paul £6.95) Fscinating account
the Good Walirars who fell into trences while their
» battled with witches to safeguard the harvest. The
ition records to show that the Christianised cult
‘ ty religio i ioval EBurope which wor-
shipped gion prevalent in medicva e
Pped the pagean goddess ¥ho led the Wild Hunt. He doscribes how the Church reacted
iev : the Good Yalkers end then attempted to relate them
This import S ed image of witchcraft as a diabloical anti-Christian conspiracy.
how thep:;:; % provides a microcosmic view of medieval witchcraft illustrating
» TRty prastices into Devil worship. Recommended

%@;5.1.' L’%&m (BCH SCL Quest London '/Cill 3 £2.50 INSIGHT OCCULT
IRECTORY 1983/8L¥ These are comprehensive guides to occult groups, publications,
suppliers, conferences and publi
leading esoteric magazines, Al

complimentary and if You buy both'
scenelInsight OD alsc £2.50 from

tions compiled by the editors of two of Britain's

gh obviously they cover similiar ground they are
You will get an overall view of the popular occult
25 Calmore Close Stourvale lieadows, Bournemouth,Drst.

I"E TAROT by Madeline lontalban & ASTROLOGY by Peter West & Jo Logen (Blandford Press

L.k House Poole Dorset £3.95/38.95 cach) These are the first in a series of practical
handbooks to be published under the auspices of !'Pradiction! magazine. The first book
contains the essence of Madeline lontalhan's writings on the Tarot publibhed over a

pseriod of 30 years. She approaches the Tarot from both a predictive and esoteric

angle and the extent of her vast magical knowledge is evident. Congragulations must

go to Jo Logan, editor of !Prediction!, for her skilful editing of the material. The

second book is a basic primer for apprentice astrologers and is paczed with practical %
information which will enable the beginner to become nroficfent in the art.Recommended. g

IST L by Dr.David Hoffman (Findhorn Press £6.95) Dr.Hoffman is a medical A
" 2] is1 in Cerdigan, West lales who is also involved in holistic therapy :
m philosophy and ecology. He approaches herbalism as a self healing technique
vhich is a gift from Mother Earth. ledical complaints are exsmined in relation to
the total being of mind,body and spirit togetiner with detials of various herbs which
can cure them. Highly recommended.

E

OWLS & FLOWERS Hilery Llewellyn Williems & Tony Padfield (F.0.I. Centre of Blodeuwedd
Tynewydd New Inn Pencader Dyfed Vales 50p) This little booklet is about the Celtic
myth of Blodeuwedd who was transformed into an owl by the druid Gwydion, It reveals
the story as an allegory of the struggle between the ancient matrifocal religion and
patriarchy with Blodeuwedd as an aspect of the Triple Goddess. The booklet concludes
with an account of how the symbols of the myth have been relevant to the authors!'
search for a home in this magical region of the Blessed Isles,

THE MISTS OF AVALON Marian Bradley (Micheel Joseph £9.95) e have not previously re-
veiwed fiction in TC (mainly because most "occult! or pagan orientated fiction is 757
sensational rubbishl) but this epic novel is worthy of a mention, Its subject matter i
ig the Arthurian legends told through the eyes of the female charecters in the myths e
such as Morgan Le Fay, Gwenhyver, Igraine and the mysterious Lady of the Lake. The :
" central theme is the ideological conflict between the Old Religion and Christianity

leading to the suppression of paganism. Arthur's own personal dovmfall is 1irked
with his rejection of the Old Faith, Having been initiated as Stag King by druidic
rite on the isle of Avalon and crowmed as Lord of the Tribes and the Feery Folk the

f silly buggar abandons his pagan bamner of the Pendragon at the battle of lount Badon

: and rides under the flag of the new faith. Bradley ackimowledges the assistance of
several well known American pagans in her preiace'so the Cld Religion elements in
the novel are accurate. As Dion Fortune kmew it often easier for people to accept
the lysteries if they are written in fictional form and the 876 pages of this novel
are a good example of this in practice. ,

| ymuie UPDATE ‘Earth Rites! by Janet & c_qlin Bord reviewed previousl in TC
%m paperback by Granada. Paladin have also republished L‘ofessel;as
P.V.Glob's excellent study of Broname Age Scandanavian 0ld Religion 'The lbund

People! in paperback. Additionally on a recent trip to Londonuim we noted that

air 1s excellent books 'The Spiral Dance! and !'Dreaming the Dark! » both publisheq
in the U.S., are on sale in the Atlantis Boolgshop 492 Musuem Street London WC1. Please
note due to space limitations this issue several book reviews have been held over,
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pagan journal featuring Shamanism,Barth Magic and the old llature Religion £3/§6 p.a.
= P.0.Box 101 Bega NSW 2550 Australia THE LAMP OF THOTH Controversial pop occult
scene £1.75 - L Burley Ledge R4 Leeds 6 Yorkshire THE LEY HUNTER British & overseas
ez end views £3.75 Dede.m-Pec.Box 13-welshpool Powys-Wales. LOONSTONE pagan poetry
£1.70 p.a. Bl loonstone Loadon WCIN 3XX 1y CELTIC REVIEY Druid & Celtic lore £2.75
= Bl Oak Grove london WC1 3XX NORTHERN EARTH MYSTERIES £2 p.a. 170 Victoria Avenue
Hull PAGHIA Pagan/ilicce journal of U.S. Mensa $9 p.a. P.0.Box 9LOL San Jose Ch 95157
USA PAGAN AIITMAL RIGHTS newsletter s.a.e. & donntion - Tina Pye 23 Highfield South
Rock Ferry Wirral lerseysice PIPES OF PAl ecopagan a.nti—mﬂ-:s magazine £2 p.a. - 69
Crenbury Rd Reading Berkshire QUEST Britains magical heritgge explored. £1 - BCH
SCL Quest Loncen WCIN 3XX QUICKSILVER MESSENGER 5.5. England EM & folkiore £4 D.a.
- Garden Flat LG Vere Rd Brighton Sussex ROOTS bimonthly newsletter of Sacred Tree
- usr 75p - 31 Kings Avenue Leeds Yorkshire THE SHADOWS EDGE Italian Witchcraft
jomrnal $2 - P.O.Box 27495 Bscondido CA 92027 USA THE SHAMAN pagan UFO & Em review
magazine £2/§6 5 Bgton Drive Seaton Carew Hattlepccl Cleveland THE SOURCE Australian
oagan scene news & views Aus$3 _» P.0.B. 367 Lane Cove NS/ 2066 Uaustralia THE
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A few pagan mags have fallen by the wayside during the last twelve moons but we are
pleased to see new ones replacing them and that the established journals are keeping
going despite the odds. Like TC the mags above are run on a micrescopic budget and
- —deserve your supnort. If we are going to. promote the /ncient Uisdom and the Green

ays then we need as Lany oﬁt}ft@. ‘a8 we can get as no one publication can hope £o
reach the potential readership on its own. /fpart from that it is healthy to have
differences of opinicn and approach so that the pagan movement expands its vision
and does not stagnate.

CELTIC WORKSHOP Scottish readers may be interested to know that as part of the
Edinburgh Follk Festival Dr.Deirde Green B.A. Phd will be holding an afterncon
workshop on Symbolism in Celtic Folksong Lyrics, It will be at the Somerville Room
Societies Centre GO The Pleasance Edinburgh from 2pm on Saturday April 7th 198L.

The workshop will consist of discussions, slides, music and live singing on early
Celtic beliefs as depicted in old folk ballads, Themes will include Otherworld
journeys, ritual, magic, supernatural beings, death and rebirth. Deirdre will

also be giving a talk on March 10th at the Prediction Festival on liystical Symbolism

SAMHATH PRINTS While on the Celtic theme, we still have copies of the fine art print
entitled 'Samhain! by the artist Noami Lewis. Measuring 161" x 113" the print is a
reproduction of an origianl pen drawing and is signed by the artist. Zach print is
alsc numbered and ig one of a limited edition of 250. Ideal decoration for meditation
room or pagan shrine. If you would like to own one of these beautiful prints just
send £3 (blank postal orders or cash) or $6 bill:? to lyrddin c/o Groesffordd Llwyn-
drain mmmw:: 5435 OA5 United Kingdom.

35 4 faw copios of 10

f’ﬁ&"ﬁ 30 are avalia.bi'e at 30p (blank po S Lt LA
: p (blank postal
¢ Lop (blatk postal order) ox $1 bi11 a1 aﬁurs?o", smbw w’
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THZ CAULDROI is a non-profit making independent pagan journal of the 0ld Religion
publsihed quarto_gi.&,;ln Vay, August, llovember and February. Please note that the
viows expressed by contributors to TC are not always the editors. (B

subscription Rates U.K. £1.60 L issues £2 5 issues (blank postal orders or cash
only) USA $6 bil , Australia/NiZ Aus $6 bills L issues airmailed Europe £2 sterling
notes or lent in local currency notes L issues surface mail. No checks can

be accepted foo subscriptions. Pleese address all correspondence enclosing a stamped
addressed envelope oz:'wtioml reply coupon if a personal reply is required to:

Myrddin cfo Groesffordd Llwyndrain Daafyr nach Dyfed ales SA35 OAS
5 United Kingdom




