. tains most clearly to pagan:sympathies,
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 the alternative? To accept the energy and find methods of turnin

continuation of his pollutive, self deatructive behaviour seomin

s respect, even lwve. Hughes! own dedication to the Goddess

You became soft fire with a cloud's grace/ a marble of fo
. ghe is imminent in the beat of the stars, the rhythnm of th

{ ent and enigmatic pagan expression is the alirngt elegiac
‘éom::.rms neglected by an age ol spiritual poverty, Lgbort F
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MEA CULPA How pany readers noticed the delibrate mistalke last issue? It a}:kollld ‘
have been Auturm 1985 not Uinter 1985. To prevent further confusion this issue ‘
has been designated Yule and everything should be back to normal next time.

I5D HUGHES: PAGAN LAUREATZ? It came as a great personal surprise for me to sec w
Ted Hughes appointed as Poet Laureato. Betjewan's plunmy Christianity appeared

to be quite appropiate for the innocous celebration of Royal events. The timidity

of Larkin or the establishment ncademicism of the Oxford poets gseemed to be an

obvious and fitting choice. Of course Hughes is undoubtedly popular as poets go

but his verse has always been temperauientally alien fiom the Royal parade of

pageant and nobility. Uhat particularly surprised me about his appointment was I
the pagan character of much of his verse, This was confirmed all the rore for ne

by the incongruos piece he couposed for Prince Harry's baptism called 'Rain Charn

for the Duchy - A Blessed Devout Drench for the Christening of Prince Harry!' (vhich I
was published in 'The Sunday Observer! about this time last year). The poemn managed

to twealk the nose .of the Duchy at the same time ag it invoked baptismal archangels
that bore more resemblance to Nurse storti deitios then to the usual rubbery cherubinml
Hughes! pagan influences are cvident from his early volume 'Hawk in the Rain!

(1959) . The landscape dravm in the carly work is at once archaic and vitally

alive. Its predominantly animal populace retain the nuninosity of the toten, lore
than this it is Hughes' conception and expression of the natural world that apper-
Hughes! own vision has been noted, I
believe incorrectly, for its violence, Its true feature is the unsentinental
insight into Nature's awesome destructive power that remains an inseperable aspect
of Her enriching and suataining vitality. Hughes! work demonstrates how the un-
gifferentiation of natural encrgy composes and engages the heart of monkind. Like

a number of his masculine protaginists this confrontation can cither tear the soul
to pieces or in Peter Redgrove's words "restore you wvhole', Hughes has remarked

how "In the old world God and divinec power were invoked at any cost. Life seencd
worthless without them. In the present world we dare not invoke thom, e would

not know how to use then to stop them destroying us. If you refuse the energy

you are living a kind of death, If you accept the energy it dostroys you. Vhat is

i : g it to good or
keeping it under control by rituals, the machinery of rel igion.

The old method is
the only one.'(London lagazine 1971) That last sentence is very telling. Hughes!
engagement is essentially a religiou:? quest, His proximity to the soul hag alvays
permeated the quality of hig verse with the agony and joy of the Divine Presence,
The character of this relationship has changed over the years, To begin with
Hughes focUsed his attention on lMan's ignorant and arrogant consciousness. Ho | &
euphasised the necessity of lan's benign relation to the Earth rather than the

v 9ly endenic to
the modern age. Hughes is no secular polemicistj his ehwvirongentalism is nore
clearly understood as an expregsion of the need for spiritual realignment, The
‘women of his poem 'Witches! are examples of those in direc

t contact with the vit
ey, erience, the participation in Nature's grenter dynamism that adnits 0;1

ba s : is apparent from the t o
early poen 'Song! omvards, 0 Lacdy vhen the tipped cup of the lbon blessed yeu/ ‘ #
/a shaped sholl', ;
T ¢ tides, scasons [
T wihy the vitality of the animals, the push of his owvm blood, Y:a i ﬂb;tp]x.-:z:t
evocation of the 1

aas has termed this | =
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image 'the desecrated bride!, Its most potent fortulation As aiiitainsd SUE_
poent by Hughes called 'Crow! (1970). Here the Goddess is often a ld:.mmed.shapel
beneath the 12i1thy haze! of London. (From my present vantye point; a sentiment
that is painfully apparent). MNevertheless She prompts song in one of Hughes
most untuneful characters, She is often the greater yet unrecogni"-ﬂed bower
behind the bungling interpolations of the Biblical god Yabweh. (Hughes has
described the Christian conception of God as a '"man created! brolien down,
corrupt Jdespot of a ramshackle recligion"l) The poer bears witness to Hughes
ovm personal reclamation of the Goddess' mythology and symbolism from the
'Satanis: ! effect of Christian propaganda The serpent is one obvious example,
the fish fron another of his volumes later another. The Goddess however does
not remain a neglected shape behind the fog of historical ignorance. An extended
and beautiful invocation is contained in 'Crow's Undersong' as follows; !She
comes with the birth push/ into eyelashes, into nipples the fingertips/ She
cories as far as blood and to the tips of hair/ She comes to the fringes of the
voice/ She stays/ Even after life life cven among the bohes. She brings petals
in their nectar fruits in their plush/ She brings a cloak of feathers an animal
rainbow/ She brings her favourite furs and these are Her speeches ../ If there
had been no hope She would not have cone...' Apprehended bencath conscious life,
surrounding and sustaining the fragility of our owm being, the Goddess appears
in Her ancient Artemis dress. Inexhaustible in creativity, transforming through
death, Her celebration through the manifold expression of the natural environenlent
is perhaps the most constant feature of Hughes' verse. The inner accomadation
to the demands of that expression has been the conflagatory, vet inspirational,
{fire throughout Hughes! career. The Goddess exacts at the same time as She
generously bestows., Her gifts are always double edged, a labrys. This tormented
yet essentially religious expression of the soul is charted most fully in'Guadete!
and the alchemical/shamanistic text!Cavebirds!., The latter is the rost complete
and indicative account to date of the forces that shape and motivate Hughes!
quest and is of particular interest to pagans. Hughes himself has described
the peice as "a symbolic drama concerning disintegration and reintegration! or
more plainly of death and rebirth, The mythic pattern refers, of course, to
the Egyptian Osiric structures, the Eleusianian Mysteries and inevitably to
our own native imitiatory riuals and seasonal celebrations. Ancicnt ritual,
ryth and further mﬁmlmwmmpwm#aﬁtion are
often evident in !'Gaudete!, !She rides the Barth/ On an ass, on
rides the heavens/ on a great white bull, She is an apple/ whoever plucks Her/
n.ils his heart/ to the leafless tree.! In Hughes' later work fishing has becone
the dominant expression of the hunterts intinate contact with his god, He relates
in a recorded interview how 'Earth Iumb! was written as a shanaonistic nesmeric

charn before the fish were caught, This demonstrates a little of the magical
character in which Hughes regards his poetry (the Duchy recieved their own charnl)
The verse sceks to magically conjoin lian, the element (water) and its lordly
inhabitant. The magic is its vital participation in that cormnitas. 'Join
water, wade in underbeing/ Let brain mist into moist earth/ Ghos
dovmstrean/Guly river and gravity...! Hughes! last adult collection 'Rivert
confirms that the heart of his woetic vision resides in an incantory expres
of communion or, to put it another way, an act of worship. 'And the fish
worship the Source, bowed and fervent! (from '"Torridge!) 'So the river is o god/
lmee deep among the reeds, watching men/ or hung by +the heels dowm the door of
the dam.' (from 'River!') The intensity of this vision is such that loeal
circunstances irradiate with the caress of the divine finger, This can produce
startling effects., 'You stand under leaves, your feet in shallows/ She eyes you
steadily from the beginning of the world.' (from !Low Water') In faot ¥ uthix
is really a collection of divine songs., It is abool in honour of the natural
environment figured as the face and body of +the Goddess. It is an ultinate
confirsation of the deep sympathy Hughes mantains with the pagan spiri:, '"The
river walks in the valley singing/ Letting her veils blove../April in the lift
of her arn/ December in the turn of her shoulder/ As if Hak

Sauntering were
a long stillness/ She who has not once tasted death' (frop 'Torridge!),

: CLiff Asheroft
e hope that you will agree that t}ga'nbova article gives a ney
work of one of our major poets. It is hoped that in our next issue Clifg will
honour us with a similiar article on the vork of another poet vith pagan

tendencies, Peter Redgrove., IHe is the author, with Penelope §
much praised bools 'The Uise Wound! on menstriation taboos whi

a lion/ She

t loosen avay

sion

insight into the
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O DERN R
the raodernur;iira;l £ mUIEE.S.I_‘! Recent books on Druidisn have tended to cismiss
stance ig 0% the Celtic Yys

teries as historically fraudilant., This

Ds ‘lnderatandable in the 119;‘:—_ O; some of {he fantastic claims :
Genuine Druicic beliefs and practices did survive

ct in nany of tne reroter areas of the Celtic lands until fairly
an : is there however for the survival of Druidism as
nw“;g?:;iedmt‘.eitfc religion since the conversion of the pagan British 'Lg t!-le'
vas still bej st ns tha-izth century in Wales there is evidence that Druidism
very speci f.mg FISSLI86d dn its original form. Contemporary writers melse some
e ?ﬁ it references +o bardic lnowledge suggesting it was still officially
e Do oy Hywel, Prince of North lales, was inducted into the lesser
nysteries of the goddess Ceridwen. He wanted to be intiated into the greater
s ted by the bard Guyddnaw and his son but it seems he never
acaleved that ain, 1n a sSong sung by Hywel he addresses Ceridwen as the moon
goddess and invites

Her to attend his worship in a sacred grove., It has also
p prior to the Norman invasion in 1066 a Druidic grove niet at
This grove originated

p fron the Snowdonia area of North Wales and were
alchenists and intiates orf a secret Druidic school. According to the genealogical
tree of Druidisnm conpiled by Colin Hirray and Dr.lMichel Raoult (published in the
'Hew Celtic Review! January 1980) the Oxford grove was revivecd by John Aubrey
when he founded his Ancient Druid Order in the 17th century. Uelsh Druidism per
5e traces its roots bad: to the original Celtic form although the first bardic
eisteddfod was held at Cardigan (iLberteifi) in 1176 under the patronage of Lord
Bhys app Griffydd. It is true to say that nodern Welsh Druidism, in its popular
form, was revived by the eccentric scholar Iolo lorgenway (Edward Willians 1747-
1826). He was by trade a stonemason (and therefore probably a speculative Free
mason), a natural psychic and political radical who actively supported the

French revolution. At the autumn equinox in 1793 he convened a meeting in

London of the Ancient British Bards at Primrose Hill, This event was attended

by the Prince of Uales later King George IV. In 1819 Villiams was instrumental

in the celecbration of an esiteddfod at Carnarthen during which he presented his

own concept of using a circle of standing stones as a focus for the ceremony,
This he called Cylch Cyngrair or the Circle of Concord. 1In those days it was
widely believed, eren by acadmmics that the Celts hac erected the stone circles,
Williarks has been accused of inventing modern Druidisn and producing faked manus-
cripts to prove his case for Celtic religious survivals. It is evident however
that he was a gemuine bardic scholar and drev his inspiration from his Velsh roots.
Indeed he may well have exaggerated the extent of the survival of Celtic esoteric
knowledge but when he convened his revived Druids in London representatives of
gentire bardic groups from iales, Scotland, Cornwall, Ireland, Brittany and the
Isle of lian did attend. Some of these circles may have preserved authentic strands
of the old Celtic wisdom teachings. It was not until 1860 tha® +he first Yelsh
Hational Eisteddfod took place at Denbigh in North Wales, Few Celtic purists
would recognize rodern Welsh Druidism as a manifestation of the ancient lMysteries
of the Blessed Isles)l 1In her boolt 'The Sword of Wisdom', vhich is a biography of
Sarmal Mathers of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Davm, Tthell Colquohoun gives
sone interesting bacliground information on the development of revived Druidism
during the 19th century. ©5he quotes a conversation she had with the late Dre.
Robert lacGregor Reid, who was ArchDruid of the Druid Universal Bond fron 19LG
until he passed to the Summerland in 1964, He suggested that the founding of
+he Order of the Golden Dawn had been influenced by nodern Druidisn, Certainly
there was an influentail element within the G.D. wt_m; were interested in the
Celtic liysteries including both lathers and the Ir'.!.ah poet U.B.Yeats, A special
' G.D. lodge was set up specialising in the celebration o? the Celtic lVysteries
and it was celled the Temple of Ihmdt‘ia.. He was the Celtic god with the silver
hond. There arve possible but unconfirued links between this G.D, lodge and the
.*-"'contem'porm‘nmidric groves. Colquhoun clairs thait during the 195015 'Pendragon!
Wi fficiﬁlumgazme‘ of the D.U.B., published articles on astrology, the tarot
;\:’1: ;he Cabbala which suggests that Druidisn during that period was influenceg
g -l;'h'eosbphical occultisu. After Dr. I'chx_'ogor Reid's death the existing Druiq
byde;‘ split into two rival factions. The first was the Druid Order led by Dr,
(o) o han which still meets at Stonehenge ( or at least did until tyis yearts
liaugh antness)) The second offshoot was organised by Rogs Nicholls. This was
mplezsthe Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids and used to hola tonthly lectures
°_°‘]"1° n Hall in London. It was rutboured that the C4B.C.D. rituals had been
gt At Ca:rtob the late Madeline lontalban, the fanous astrologer and Lagician.,
;rizzrmgy‘ﬁhé‘démﬁe of Ross Nicholls the 0.B.C.D. seeus to have faded inte
o ¢

bscurity. The third major revived Druid group that is still active is the
obscur . "
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ciae Golden Order Also in Scotland s

e my, 4
r _ Section founded by Colin lurray. Thi
Scottish bardi

| € circles and the ancient Celtic Culdee i who has described
there is the College of Druidism founded by Kaledon NaLdail "r;re the Celtic
onsels in the past ag o 'pagan Christian'. He seels to j.-eViL the College teaches
Vysteries in their purest form although it must be noted .,nfl:-. K subjects. In
the.stud?f of the Cabbala in addition to more traditional ba,rﬂlc 7: HJ—-'!r-o the
addition to the Welsh, Anglo-Celtic and Scottish rovivals there was als This
establishment of revived Druidism in Brittany during the 19th century. I 3
led to the Toundation of the Gorsedd Breizh which is very active touaZ- t 2
Cornwall the Gorsead Karnewel: can claim historical roots dating bé‘:d_: 9 "1’.18
1800's. With so much romance and speculation surrounding the Druidic Feyivas
it is sometimes cifficult to sep rate fact from fanatasy. The founding ?f‘
Celtie neo-papan groups in the United States claiming historical links Wltﬂ.
o >therland only adds to the confusion. In a short article it is impossible
to cover ali aspects of the popular Celtic revivol. The avaliable evidence
Suggests that geneuine Druidic traditions did survive to form the philosophical
basis for the revival of the Coltic Mysteries in the 18th and 19th centuries.
With recent schisms it is possible that some of the ancient knowledge was lost.
Jith a new generation of Celtic rovivalists aricing it must be hoped that these
links, on both inner and outer levels, can be reforged. It is shortsighted to
dicmiss, o5 se bany modern vriters tend to do, presentday Druidism as a phoney
product of neo-Celtic romanticism, Vhatever we may think of its claims to
historical authenticity in spirit it does represent an important connection
with our pagan heritage.

S
Chuircile.
a

ROBERT GRAVES passed to the spirit world on Decerber 7th, 1985 aged 90, He
has been described as one of the finest poets of +the 20th century. Newspaper
erbituaries contained praise for his poetry, his translations of classical
works such as 'The Golden Ass! and his historical novels like 'I,Claucuis'
which was made into a very successful television series., Pagans however will
renenber him for his seminal work 'The White Goddess! published in 1948. Although
it was critized for its ladlk of real scholarship it had a profound effect on
the pagan reviwval of the 196013, During rescarch for the boolc Graves met a
coven of traditdonal witches in Somerset but there is no evidence he actively
“ practised the pagan Old Religion. He regarded the Goddess as the classical muse
who inspires poets, writers and artisis and he obviously had a deep respect and
love for Her which shines through some of his poeng. Unfortunately this aspect
of his worl was ignored in the necdia tributes paid to Graves after hig passing,
Hopefully when some future biographer tackles the mammoth task of rceording his
rich and varied life Grave's contribution to the Tesurgence of the Feninine
Principle will not be so lighily disnissed.

PAGAl VETTING The BBC teclevision programme 'Zarth I
stir and seons to have been an excellent peice of positive publicity for the

Old Ways. The programme was screecned in the niddle of the BBC Spy scandal y
when it was revealed that staff were being vetted by a l.I.5 laison officer
vorlzing inside Broadcasting House. Defisnt BBC stags took to sticking Xmas i
tree sticlkers - allegedly used by the M.I5 Snoop to designate g political
subversive on their personal file - on the doors to their offices, Shortly
before the 'Darth Magic! programme was screened o nuiber of these stickers
mysteriously appeared on the door of the BBC's Religious Affairs departnent. :
Uhy? The story goes that before the progremme went out it vas sent to the 74
department for positive vettingl As the programme wag Screened without any fuss #
we can only presume that either the Religious Affairs department is staffeq

BEA RS HRMINE T dlbmo s aeranit 6 Cotion throdt 65" tHotr nptE ttual
rononolyl t was unfortunate that a few weelis after this BBC Waleg screenad o
diahbolical film on the Craft featuring four letter vords and full frontal nudity
from the so-called "King of the Witches" which undid some of the good provided
by 'Zarth Magic!s. Clerics in nid-Yales responded +o thig traveoty - of paganisn

agic! has causea quite a

by starting a mini- witch hunt against anyone they suspected o being connected %
with the Old Vays, folldlore or the occult. 5
BORIl AGAIN PAGANS? A newbookﬁla!-m that 25-50% of Auerican muns are either i
Latent or practising losbians. This has prodictably upset the Cothagic Church g2

who do not like fo admit that sex rears its head behind convent walls,
whod Scolmb AT EEe T B R MIMPRR onlY. 5 are otil) Cathelics. fhe others

practice a form of spirituality expressed in 'The Guardiant (17.9.85) as "joining
covens or by practising pagan feninisn through an:c'rology, Goddess inagery,
worke, tarot,I Ching, herbal remadies, medigition ", Tt v Suggested that

Of 50 nuns
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to one of the asx. . f 4
sehrching fo:‘ i;en:_‘: m‘.m:!_*"'Qd that they were caught in a sixties t?hc*wa;lfpthcm
becane mﬁﬂﬁléntg “ f Sfhative faiths of that decace vhich vas yhen most o
exXplanation by savin tf:e' Church, Thankifully she denied tl?is simplistic i
archal institutio;rls‘g 1 Ve are the va_nguard‘!! The Church is one of many Dpa i
the patblarchy of e oy Clieves the varping and confining of wonen to serve
. o, lonet s tien, The only options prototed for women arc to be of ser':he
bools is b 1 are not seen as whole persons, One reason why wolen wc:l(.:ome
Seous that if nuns can be lesbians women can be anything., It

takes two o '>B' 3t agre
tal;oo th .tenda of a polar scale and puts then together. It is the ultimate
00 That e spiritual and sexual,"

women can b
M y
ﬁ?ﬁgﬁwm Following the violent cvents at Stonchenge during
., ouer English Heritage has opened talks with various groups who wish to
DESioim pagan cereronies at the ancient site in 1986, EH say numbers would be

1?:n‘1‘.:ed to about 2000 Deople and the gatherings would be restricted to the
Bigit of June 20th/215t, REH had been heavily eriticized by both the media and
the public because of the

intense police presence at the stones this year when
the zite was surrounded by razor wire and roadblocks. Ve understand an intial
Reeting was held on the 1LtH October between English Heritage, the lational
Trust, the Druids, Pagans for Poace and other intercsted parties, [CH insisted
that only a very limited Solstice ceremony should be held with tickets being
supplicd to those who wished to attend (?21) and the stones closed to the general
public, This proposal was rejected end further discussions were to be held in
Novenber. As we go to press we hear that the police are considering dropping
“all the charges against the majority of the 500 peonle arrested during the
nidsummer disturbances at the stones.

'GRIZN SPIRTTUSLITY In recent years with the growth of environmental pressure
groups the subject of ecology has been projected on to to the global stage.
ihile the political expression of the ecological message is a valid way of
showing concern for the future of the planet there are sorc people within the
Green movenment who regard it as just one aspect of the struggle to change our
naterialist society. ZEcology is not just an environklent ‘1 issue, It also
has a spiritual dimgizion which tends to be overlooked, In the United States
two enviro: lists Bill Devall of Humboltt University and George Sessions
of Sierra College both in California have written a book called '"Deep Ecology'.
This attempts to place ecology within a pronér spiritual and philosophical
context as a belief systenn which not only affects material decisions but
also influences the spiritual choicesc we have on the inner levels of being.
.The idea behind Deen Zcology (which is sometimes also called Ecosophy) is to
extend awareness of the material thireat to our planet from a political attitude
" to o deeper more philesophical viewpoint where spiritual and material fuse into %
~a single related reality. This quést for a spiritual dimenpion to eccology is lmown:
¢ . already to many pagans who have been involved in the Green movement over the
last ten years. Because of the inherently corrupt nature of the Systen the
~political’ ‘struggle. cammot in the long term bring about the required changes in
+ consciousness that are so important for the future survival of the biosbhere.

. " History teaches us that eny form of radical or revelutionary political structure
soon becomes integrated into the existing System once it gains power. The simple
act of passing legislation to change people's minds is not enough either as both !
the Racial and’ Seéxual Discrimination legislation has proved. Racisti and sexisn ‘o

.. gtill exist and manifest in more violent forms because of resentuent of laws
- elling people how they should think on tlueae.gwitive issues. The change in
- consciousness which is needed many pagans believe can only be achieved by
poersonal self growth on the spiritual -II.-',d\rel lgading to vhat has been terned
the 100th nonkey situation. Pagans, by follwing their owm spiritual goals
within the framevorliof an ecologically avere, Barth orientated belief system,
 can bring rcal changes in globa; _eonaci.ousness. It is very easy to criticisze
. this as an ‘egocentric sell out but perac:nal self growth does affect those in
i the outer world vio comne into 'mntgat vith the seeker. Service ‘to humanity
-;”‘_r s "mut ﬂYﬂB heen emmiged-ih:_dv#l 'l:he Tost i.n_ward loolting esoteric traditions.
Tha average -pagan understands lmt “the spiritual and material are indivisible,
£ g le incarnate on the Barth plane to learn lessons and the experiences of the
o ::i:aph'ysiob}f world are the great teacher. By ‘understanding this ‘simple fact we
; #+ ghould have the spiritual maturity to uni'he-ﬁhoth the ‘inner and outer levels
- ithout rojecting either. The protection of the environment (liother Earth)
v bo the central motivating force within any forn of genuine pagan
s?oi:i:‘ml ity. The only question is cxactly how this concerm for ecological
ﬂ -
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: individual pagans will dig
balance can be put into practical action. Obviously u:\lel ua ¥ Q“ Prpel b
agree on the answer depending on their own lifestyle, m(‘;arnatc.’l") e‘.p: be tackl b |
and level of spiritual awarcness. Hovover it is a quostion \-;I‘\J.c["l werighes :h ted %
for we arec 1iv:ing in a period of history when it s o e;';aggeratlon 2 sﬂ;he g
the future of the human species and the planet may hang %n'tl?e bal{-mce-mo e souls k-
davning of the New Age br.ings with it an awesone respons 1b111t3: which ihat £} A
which are at present in incarnation rust shoulder and we shoulrt. rememnber
we are here for a reason even if, in the daily struggle-for existence, the -
spiritual reality of that fact may becoue obscured at times. liike Howard g

PAGAN SHRINES DISCOVERED An unconfirmed report says that Italian archae?loglsts
have uncovered a pagan shrine to the Goddess in Southern Italy. The shrine is
dedicated to Bonea Dea (the Great lother) and it is said that over 2000 cult
objects kave been discovered at the shrine. Meanvhile 'The Daily Telegra;.h'
(2L.8.85) reports that a team from lManchester University has discovered, in

the grounds of a large house in the Forest of Dean in Glcucestershire a Roman
springhead temple built on the site of a Celtic water shrine. The pagada shaped
teuple is deseribed as unique and although desecrated by early Christians enough
renains to suggest that it was a very important sacred site. The site was
revealed after the owner of the house followed clues in local folklore about a
pagan temple and confirmed its existence by aerial photography. Back in

Italy scientists are hoping to use high technology to decipher the lost Etruscan
language which has been a secret for centuries. In a four year project they will
usc sophisticated computer techniques to decode over 100,000 inscriptions dating
fronm the 7th to 1st centmries BCE. One of the most interesting books to be
translated it a priest's instruction manual which is believed to contain rituals
relating to the worship of the Etruscan gods of the sea, Earth and Sun.

THOUGHTS & MEDITATIONS I like to think it is inspiration. It is my personal
view, which I believe to be inspired, that we have the Truth within us if we can
listen to it. Too many firm dogmatic beliefs can be like cancerous growths on

the skeleton of knowledge. But can we try to define our framework for those

who are secking teaching? My lknowledge has been supplemented and confirmed by
such as Doreen Valiente, Lugh and Starhawlk. Fy own training comes from Garde
nerain sources but when the gates were opened I knew immediately that my real
pagan sources were way vackj early childhood in this life and something before
that. It is the 'before that! which is most difficult as it is so individual,

We may regard it as from an earlier incammation or from spirit guides but all

that is common is that we reo’*"& something from outside our present existence.

We should meditate, dream, trance and cormunicate and listen to each other, to
share and increase our sense of the 'before!. Tho next thought is that we must

be pagan. The knowledge of Deity is our perception of the creative and sustaining
spirit hidden behind our interface with the Universe. That is Nature, the celements,
the Sun , the structure of the Earth, its clothing of soil,air,water,trees and
other plants, humans and all animals, The irmanent God-nessl! The Great Goddess
historically pre-eminent - provider, begetter, nurturer, healer and lawgiver; like
the mother to any child. Esther Harding and Merlin Stone are commendable sources
for further reading. A constant task is to dislllision seckers from seeing the
Bible as the word of God and see it as it is, the source book of Jewish nyth,
history, law, nationalistic indoctrination and propaganda. It represents theo

age of patriarchism which halted and almost destroyed the religion of the Goddess.
Freecdom is the eantithesis of power. Sexual conservatism under the guise of divine
restraint is more subtle and more eificient in the long run then brute forece or
control of basic necessities (food, land etc.) If the people have flag, flax,
fodder and frig then why should they slave or fight? Contented and sexually
fufilled peorle are useless for enhancing the power and glory of a king, queen,
lord etc, The thirst for power is a seec of disaster in all of us. This thirst,
often a manifestation of insecurity, nay be exhibited by parent, lover, teacher,
High Priestess or guru. It can be used for good of course. The only safe way

to have power is with the willingness to give it up. Give is the operative word,
Power should be given, not taken and let go when conditions change. GChange is
the theme of our times. All of ug find it unconfortable or threatening at tines
so we tend to resist it, As we accelerate towards that total destruction of the
Zarth, an acceleration of change is needed. This is what I believe we should be

working fore . .

Tatmmur,
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| Greek ,D_ad:ﬂﬁ,ﬂfﬂsstia ( knowm to the Romans as Vestia) is the ever
tra.dition; the rityag yﬂm Bine vestal virgins. She stands for unch::mged
oldest of the goadess \"fthat Fust be mantained in any commnity. She 15 the
!heartl-of tham ’!‘E,”. a Grandmother, keeper of the hearth, the gratc,‘ the ‘
gatherings; -ﬁ@’i i ' This opon hearth of Hestin has becn the centre of human |
. . ce t conifort, a light in darlmess, a guard against predators, ;
Stori'_rqz Storytelling, for relating the myths and folk wisdom,
- and symbolises th:s anpaﬂdgdeveh’ping language. Fire brings power to humans
Gbddads, el - ir of life. It makes us closer to the Gods and the
5% ."nﬁ{,’%-ﬂ-%ﬂ*m-gb']f”k into a fire is to refloct, to develop self awareness,
o Flame, Hegt: Nature to culturc, imen we invoke the Goddess of the Dtarnal
d‘ twé;;.:ﬂgstia alw:.\.ys. brings us back to a recognition of that which is traditional
the tm:.; o rit‘,“‘l“tic and conservative. She sees that things are done in
i af‘gil‘_lg'f_annor that each new generation must learn., It is likely that
P mtake“ frof a smouldering lightning strud: trec. Firss were
it 't fron the fire before. This spark must never be allowed to go out
_*dre would be lost back to the Gods and nover regained. At Her temple the

*5tal virgins tended Her flanme, They symbolised the purified woman, the full 8

"'li"éﬁo“n'ys. which is also the pregnant fullness, the fruiting nature of wouen. Yet
| Hestia is a virgin and the tenders of Her flane are virginal so this means She
~impregnates Herself creating Her vital spark from within that fruits as
dmagination. To make every morment regnant with nossibility death, inertia
and dullness must be replaced by vitality and sparik. 5o our everyday rituals
of cleaning our tecth, washing our face but more of cleaning the home, brushing
the hearth, can be filled with the creative sparlk. Instead of being bound by
soci_al conditioning and habit we enliven the space in which we live by devoting
our chores or housework to Hestia and making these tasks sacred. The mundane
tasks can be transformed - mundus meaning world - so our worldly or eathly
chores should be devoted to lbther Earth. ile are Her helpert, the cleaners
of the grate. Emptying our ashes on the carth we return Her gifts of warmth
as fertiliser. The cleaning of the grate in the centre of the house, at the
hearth stone, can become like cleaning the grate of the world. Ilot letting the
~ fire choke up. Riddling the fire we arc reminded of the riddle of the symbol-
" ic language of tree lore., Different woods burn in different ways and sing their
different songs. Coal is very old compressed wood, sunlight s¥ored below
ground in Pluto!s realm as his dark riches. As we look into the fire so we
become fixed by its dance. The naturc spirits of the fire are salamanders.
As we learn to watch their dance they reveal a mystery set upon the altar of the
grate - that the dancing flame itself is the only image of Hestia we need for
focusing and meditation. There vere no inages of Her in Her owmn temples in
ancient times. When we view the hearth as the altar of Hestia and the dancing
flanes as Her image then our home is transformed into a decorated temple., Ue
cannot go back to opon fires in caves. e live here, we are nov. But Hestia
5till burns and we can still dedicate our heating systems to Her and ask for Her
guidance on the proper and appropiate usc of whatever form of heating we have.
The stove is another of Her sacred places where we can invoke Her,blessing the
food e prepare and cook, the food that nourishes our vital spark. Cleaning
the stove becomes a ritual to Hestia. Ue can hang herbs above the stove or
have a small stone there to remind us of Her presence, At the time of the fire
Gt festival Beltone (lay 15t) twin fires would be 1lit on hilltops and cattle
{ driven though them for purification. If we build our own Beltane fires next
year, however big or small, we can light a candle' fron the fire and carry it
upstairs or vhereever our sleeping place is, so that the flame can help with
our dreaning for the coming year, can give illunination and meaning and nalte

light in our lives. Su Bleakley r

This is an abr:ldgéd version of an article published in the feminist peace 2
magazine !lorien for Life on Barth! Auturn 1983 ;

. 7HE UNDERVORLD INITIATION The recent review of my book 'Uncerlorld Tnitiation!
{n TC 30 described it tongue in check as an end product of Havkwood College.
In fact the book was written in 1978 as a develonnent of my earlier book on
pagan imagery in folksong 'Vhere is St George?' (1976). Iy only participation
at Hawkwood College was in 1982-83 when I was booked to provide tmusic and song

& to conduct a visualisation travelling into the Underlorld from the Nanuscript

%0 pofore it went to press. I have never been a student at Hawitwood and none

i o ks are derived from the work of the Gareth Knight school, even though

i continued on page 10
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FRACTICAL MAGIC By Michael Hovard (Javelin Books £2.95) This is a .c:;.ﬁ‘:zrda:dthe
well written i.n-troduction to practical magical techniques W'J.th.:’:! Dlil;e M
pagan cosmic view written by the editor of TC. The book dasc1:mes u » or i
of Magic and the use of ritual accessorics. Pive different kll:lds of hgl;f.
revealed - Astral, loon, Natural, Blementary and Planetary - with pathwor ‘;.:g:l o
and practical exercises., A conprehensive list of magical correspond(‘ances 2 i
included. (Signed copies of this book can be obtained priced £3.50 AnpTaneEs
Post and packing direct from the author at k% Llysonnen Cottages, Lysonnen Road,
Carmarthen, Dyfed, Uales SA 33 5ID. Allow 1k days for delivery)

IUSIC FOR TNNER SPACE by Nevill Drury (Prism Books £4.95) This is a guidebook for
gdining altered states of consciousness using meditation, visualization and occult
Symbolism combined with avant garde electronic music. Drury uses the five el?ments
the Cabbala, tarot, astrology, yoga and Ancinmnt Zgyptian cosmology as the basis for
practical visualization work., Also offored are suggestions for modern music to
accolpany these including works by Tangerine Dream, Howlkwind, Brian Eno, Pink
Floyd, Milke Oldfield and King Crimson. M.H.

PRACTICAL GREEK MAGIC by lurry Hope (Aquarian Press £4,95) lMs Hope offers a guide
to the Greek Mysteries suited for the pagan who wishes to tread the Herioc Path,
Her book contains both mythological material and practical magical worlkings. There
is information on the Olympian gods and goddesses, minor deities and nature spirits
It is a well written exposition of a little knowm aspect of Western paganism and
can be recommended to those who feel an affinity with the Greck god forms. M.H.

THE OCCULT RCOTS OF NAZISH By Nicholas Goodrick ( Aguarian Press £12.95) Here is

a scholarly study of the occult and neo-pagan influences vhich lurked beaind the

evil of National Socialism, Tt debunks some of the myths but still proves that

the Third Reich was spavned from 19th century secret societies who were steeped %
in racism, German nationalism, Rune lore, theosophy and the revival of Horse 7
paganism. It was the bizarre occult theories of these shadowy grouns which
ultimately led to the bestial horrors of Austwits and Belsen, This detailed
bookk can be recoomended as a dire warning to anyone who secks to mix extreme
political ideas with paganism, M.H.

THE DEVIL'S BOOKSHELF by Christopher McIniosh ( Aquarian Press £5.95) Despite |
its sensational title and lurid cover - vhich even the author has the decency to |
disownl - There is a competent study of the medieval grimoires and thoir literary
origins in pre-Christian paganism struglling) to make itself lmown to the discerning
reader. Pity though that lcIntosh has to repeat that hoary old tale that Crowley
wrote Gerald Gardner's Book of Shadows. It really would be nice if someone would
offer some proof of this claim instcad of repeating it ad nauseum, Anyway, ignore
a2ll this and enjoy the book for what it is - a good pjcce of original research on

a2 subject vhich has not been widely explored to date. IM.H.

THE CULT OF THE BLACK VIRGIN by Zan Begg (Arkana/ RXP £5.95) Begg'!'s book is the
first one to study in depth the mysterious cult of the bladlc Virgin Marys vhich is
centred in ancient Christian shrines all over Burope. He identifiecs the black
liadonnas as pre-Christian images representing the pagan goddesses of sexuality,
the Underllorld and Nature whose worship was suppross?d by the early Church in

its puritanical fervour. The si:.atues of tl_le,Black Virgin date from the time of
the Crusades. They symbolise a manifestation of the Jaemi-—pagan Gnostic heresy
which revered the feminine principle represented bj'r the sp:f.rit in matter and

the light in darlmess. This cultus was perpunted-m the Middle Ages by the
troubadours with their belief in cou:f-tly love, chivalry ?y the proverbial knights
in shining armour rescudng maidens in distress and tho idealization of women

as aspects of the Goddess. Highly reconmmended. M.H.

BACK TO EDEN by Jetjro Kloss and IHE BACK TO BDEN COOKBOOK (Distributed in the U.K,
Dy Thorsons Publishers Ltd £3.50 & £2,95) Jethro Kloss was an American herbalist,
food scientist, lecturer, writer, teacher and leading advecate of co~operation
with Natures healing resources through d:!.rect dict and herbal medicine, Originally
publishod in 1939, 'Back to Eden! is o p:l.ot"leering guide t? herbal therapy, heal thy
Living and & g6od GiSt. | T8 BeseRAY GO0k book, compiled by the Kioss family,
includes both vegan and vegeterisn recipes. Both books can be recommended to TG

readers interested in Merbalism and wholefoods. Linda Dearden-Gobbett
DADDY WTTCH & OLD MOTHER by Nigel Penniclk (142 Pheasant Hil) Rise Bar

Hill, Cambridge 50p + 17p "*"""’1. Thic llittlg b?oklet is subtitled 'Survivalg
of t;ze 0ld Craft in Victorian ch;:iﬁ-mdoﬂ t;n 9:::68 detials of the wisewen angd
isewomen or traditional witches of the 19th century, The.title i e
:he popular name for two East Anglian witches who, according to Penni S Sleca

preserve the old pagan wisdom in post persccution times. i,
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rcC ADS To :
;._u_al__l__dasszg‘sgtag;w'iuction Costs we are accepting a limited number of pre-paid
10% discount v S :.I: TC at a basic cogt of 10p per word pet insertion with a
payable to M,A.Ho e ‘ion for L issues. Please send cheques/postal orders
> =" OMRDI S Opey e dikorial addross on page 10 to arrive by the 15th

of the month preceds: g . &
without iningrh::d;n 9 Publication. The editor reserves the right to reject ads

’ 2 A 8l o ices
offereqa by a'd\"ertisergmolm and is not responsible for any claims made or scrvices
-

THNER KE i ;
KELTIA is the leading journal of the Keltic Renaissance. Issues No 3-8

avaliable at £1.99/45
end‘ 5 " 51.
NIEN Keltic Paga /% « THS PICTISH SHAMAN alrcady a cult magl £1.99/5

Poctry liagazine £1, le Street,Edinburgh EH7
Alban (Scotlnnd)?ry 7 o 99/%5 from 8 Annandale Street,

OCCULT AND WITCHCRAFT BOOKS New r
for catalogue to The Hage's Path

CELTIC COVEN Sceks members and contacts. Urite to Chris Breen, 50 Hookland Road,
P rtheavl, Vales CF 36 55

CRAFT HOUSE FOR SALE outslki
low,

ail order firm. Very low prices. Send 30p + ScA<E.
s 46, Uoolmore Ropd, Endington, Birmingham B23 7EB

rts Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. Small detached bunga-
fully modernised with full gas central heating, small private herb garden not
overlooked could be made fully private. Comprises bathroom, kitchen, pantry, lounge
2 bedrooms, garage, Present owners have 'worked! here for about 5 years, ready to
start family 5o need a bigger house, Current price £20,950 but will take offers
around £18,950 from genuine Crafters/pagans. For further detials contact Sue or

Dave Wardell, East View, Grove Lane, Longthorpe, Peterborough, PE3 6LZ or ring
0783 262664,

YOUNG AN would like to be trained in the 0ld Religion. Contact Alan Adams, 233
Fergustie Park Avenue, Paisley, Scotland PA3 1AA.

HORLD WIDE OCCULT IMAIL ORDER SERVICP & shop open 6 days a week. New & secondhand
books, incense, oils, herbs, spices, gums, ritual paraphenalia and esoteric jewell-

ary. Catalogue 75p from Occultique, 73 Ketterihg Rd, Horthampton NN1 LAl Tel:
0604 27727,

TREE DRYADS make marvellous .magical partners. Find out more by sending £1 for our
livewood catalogue to Dusty Millar, 1k Ueston RQ, Strood, Kent ME2 3EZ.

WINEMAKING THR NATURAL WAY (Zlliot Right Vay Books) by Ian Ball. 176 page paperback
shows how to make delicious wines without sugar or chemicals for health and pleasure
feasts ond festivals. Ideal for worship. From booksellers including Sorcererts
Apprentice, Atlantis Bookshop, lhgic Books, Uorld Dancer and Celtic Connection.

THE WISDOlM OF THE RUNZS Signed copies of this new book by the editor of TC are
avolioble. The book covers Runic divination and Norse paganism with the emphasis
on the spiritual path of the Northern European Mysteries. Send only £6.50 (includ-
ing post and packing) for your copy to Mile Howard, L Llysonnen Cottages, Llysonnen
Road, Carmarthen, Dyfed SA 33 5ED Vales. Allow 1L days for delivery)

PREDICTION FESTIVAL '86 ¢eaturing occult supplies, books, magazines, health
products, handcrafted goods, groups, societics, magical regalia, Earth Mysteries,
psychic readings, meditation, healing, talks, workshops etc. plus veggie catering
Entrance £1.50 at door, lMarch 7th (evening only), 8th and 9th 1986 at Battersean
Tovm Hall, Lavender Hill, London 511 (5 mins walk from Clapham Junction BR) Secc
you there ?

THZ CENTRE FOR EARTH IMYSTERIES STUDIES has been set up in a large house in Brecon,
--Mj.d'-".'!ales and offers a series of weekend seminars curing early 1986 for people

 intercstedin Earth lysteries, leys, stone circles cotc. For further information
contact C.E.l.5., c/o P.,0.Box 13, Welshpool, Powys or telephone 0874 516l

HEALING is an important aspect of our spiritual work., If you would like absent
Toal ing for yourself, a relative, friend or pet send the name and location (full
address not roguired) for the patient and we will add then to our daily absent
healing lists No fees but donations accepted for animal welfarc. Please enclose
a stamped addressed envelope if you require a reply to your letter and send it
to Mike Howard, L Llysomnen Cottages, Llysonnen Road, Carmarthen,Dyfed 5A 33 5

ZD
SPIRAL PRESS DESIGNS Illustratod postacards, writing papare, etchings and prints
f:vering pagan uytiology, ancient sites end Barth Mysterios. Send SB.a.¢. to Chesca
Potter, 18 Caledonain Road, London 1
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I thini highly of some of the work procuced by Knight nnd his group. Indeed I

an sure that some of the Hawkwood people would not wish to be associated with
Some of the entirely pagan concepts offered in my book. Uhen I conducted tI:e
Visualisation for the group many agonised gquestions were raised about ances tors,
phantoms and the relevance of Christian belief or fgedenption to the material
that I had to offer, Obviously TC readers will have their beliefs while Gareth
Knight students have guite a different viewpoint.

R.J.Stevart
E.:‘_CEA_I.'E.:J_D_E A free listing for cuchange advertisers only: ACE OF RODS new

pagan..  contact magazine 50p - P,0.Box 7. Norwich Norfolle ** ANCIENT WAYS
(EIRE) Ireland's pagan alternative magazine £1.00 - Ancient Uays (Eire) c/o
Alchenist!s Head Bookshop, 10, East Sussex Street Dublin 2 Ireland ** ARVALD
newsheet of the English Ocinist Hof/Saxon Norse Asatru faith Detials from EOH
BCH Tercel London WC1H 3K ** AVALON journal of the Open University Occult
Society 50p - OUOS-SZE, c/o 8 lborcroft Rd, Huyton Liverpool ** THE BARD Welsh
Celtic paganism $12 per annum - 5102 Nth 16th Drive No 3 Phocnix AZ 85016 USA **
CAERDCRIA Earth lMysteries & liaze rescarch £L/$10 p.a. = 53 Thundersley Grove,
Thundersley Benfleet Essex ** CIRCLE NETUORK NS Craft/pagan newspaper $3 -
Box 219 it Horeb WI 53572 USA ** EARTH FORCE Magick Occult Wicca 70p - 12
Lynmouth Drive Gilmorton Luttermouth Leicestershire ** EARTH GIANT Vessex LM
& folklore £3.80 p.a. - 35a, Uest Street Abbotsbury Nr.Veymouth Dorset **
Z/RTHQUEST Essex Barth lMysteries & folklore £3.80 Pe.a. - 19 St. Davids Vay
Jickford Lssex ** FORMAOS Occult Art Chaos lagick Austin Spare £1.25/8k -
Sothis Publishing Co c/o Technique Studios Unit 410 Hi Tech House Blackfrairs
Street Norwich Norfolk ** INSIGHT Occult lagick icca £5.50 p.a. - 25 Caloore
Close Stourvale lMeadows Bournemouth Doreet ** IROI MOUNTAIN pagan magical journal
$9 pea. - Box 2282 Boulder CO 80306 USA ** KINDRED SPIRITS QUARTERLY ecopagan
journal - P,0.Box 101, Bega NS 2550 Australia ** THE LAMP OF THOTH Controversial
serious occultism £1.75 - L4 Burley Lodge Lane, Leeds 6 Yorkshire ** THE LY
HUNTER Eli Research & News £4 p.a. = P.0.Box 13 elshppol Powys ** IOONSTONE
pagan poetry magazine £1.70 p.a. - BM loonstone London WC1N 3XX ** NZU CELTIC
REVIET journal of Celtic Druidism £4,95 - Colin Iurray 76 Antrobus Rd Loncdon Tk
** THE OGHAM STONE Irish pagan magazine £1 - Scan P. licCabe c/o 8 Wigan Road,
Iona, Glasnevin, Dublin 9, Ireland ** PIPES OF PAl anti-nuke ecopagan magazine

- £3 peas = Blaenberew, lynnd Cerrig, Pontyberem, Dyfed ** PSI Occult Wicea Astral
Travel 75p - 18 Eriswell Rd Worthing Sussex ** ROUND MERLIN'S TABLE Uestern
Mystéry Tradition £2 p.a. - SOL P.0.Box 235 St.Helier Jersey Channel Isles **
SHADOWPLAY Neo-Paganism Wicca Magiclk Aus. $$3 single copy - P.0.Box 343, Petersham
NSU 20L9 Australia ** SOURCE journal of the Holy 'ells Preservation Group £2.90
p.a. - Mark Valentine 35 Grafton Way New Duston Northamptonshire ** QUEST Magic
Uicca Paganisn £3.50 pea. — BCM 5CL QUEST London VUCIN 33X ** THE UICCAN Paganisn
2 Uicca £2 p.as - Bl Box 7097 London UCIN 3X{ ** YICCAN REDT Anglo-Dutch Craft
nagazine £3 peas ~ P.0.Box 473 3700 AL Zeist Holland ** THE VICCAN WAY new Craft
newsletter £3 p.a. - Foxgloves 2 Church Rd Uickham St.Pauls, Halstead Gssex **
00D & WATER Goddess inclined ecopagan magazine £3.L0/8$10 p.a. - L High Tor Close
Bromley Kemt %% k% sk &k ko ko kook kbbb ko btk KRk o Ak o ok o Aok o
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7¢ . iz ovailabliby private subscription from the address below or

i direct fron i
the following outlets nationvide: Ace of Wands, 128 liadkilin Streot Derby *& e
Atlantis Boolishop L9a luusuen Street London WC1 ** Broomsticls 5a Salop Street

lolverhanpton Staffs ** Fate & Fortune 35 Uellington S5t Batley Yorkshire **
lierlin's Cave Bron-y-Graig Glan-y-lern Talsarnau Guynedad ** Oceultigue 73
Kettering Rd Northampton ** Prince Elric 498 Bristol Rd Selly Oak Birninghan
** Pegasus 32a Douglas St Derby ** The Sercerers Apprentice & Burley Le dge-Rd
Leeds 6 Yorlkshire ** All these shops stock items of interest to pagans.

Annual Subscription: U.K. £2,00 U.S. $6 Canaca $3 Mustralia/NZ $8 airmaileq
Turope £3 in local currcncy notes Surface liail, U.K. subscribers please nake
chques/postal orders payable to H.A. Howard not TC Checks or International
loney orders camot be acceptd for overseas subscriptions, Please send local
eurrrency notes only.

Please address all co.greapondgch, enclosing a st-nped addressed i
you expect a reply, as follows. g

=

PN I SRt A W A

WL s

D s T

Jims NOVARD & LLYSOMNEN OOTTAGES LLYSOMIGN ROAD CLRUARTHEN DYFED Si 33 5ED y.K.

———
———— ——




